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H E Deſi en of the follening 
Treatiſe, is to awaken in the 
> Minds of untbinkins Men, a | 
F feiere Senſe of Religion, and A 
4 pp i Concern for the Intereſt. of their im- 
| mortal. Souls : A Defign, at all Times ſea- 
| ſonable and neceſſary; but more eſpecially 


24 at this Time, when we ſee ſuch Numbers 


| of Perſons. carried away with. the Love of 
| Pleaſure, and ſuch Arts invented, and Me. 
thods uſed, to gratify their . and vi- 
cious Taſte. 

Whoever reflefts, with a due C oncern, 
upon the Exceſſes and Debeucheries, which 
bade over-ſpread this Nation, and has any 
' | Regard for the Honour of Ged; and the In- 
tereſt of that Holy Religion, which Chriſt 
1 Jeſus came down. from Heaven to  eftabliſh 
upon the Earth, will eafi ily be perſuaded to 
| ! think, 
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thiik, bat all Endouvours poſſible "angby ts ? 9 pr. 


tender Minds of young Perſons, and which, 
am perſuaded, have greatly contributed to 


Love of thoſe deceitful Vanities, © I cunnot \ 


PREFACE. 


be uſed, to em the Torrent of Hr ee $y the 
that is broke in upon us, and to prevent the up, 
miſchicoous Effefts of thiſe public Diver- fenſua 
ſions, which the Generality of People are Pleaſe 
grown ſo fond of ; I inan the Maſquierades be 1 
and Plays, hoſe Seminarirs -of Vite an $oura; 
wes. es where every Thing is contrived where} 

to \inflame the Paſſions, and corrupt tbe Ai 


that genere! Nele af God and Religion, * 
which is Jo vibe ani t us. e 
"Whether any Thing al t. FRE offeved, 1 
will be fetal Yo didey Men off from the i 


ſay : but fre J am, (if the Seripture il to 


Ze the Rule of our Praftice, as mf um. 1 


doubtedly it ic) it muſt be the Duty of every 3 
ene, not only to take care that he gives o 
Encouragement by bis Example, to' theſs | 
licentious and infnaring Entertainments, (to | cout 
which 1 doubt not but many owe their fatal þ Tc 
Miſcarriages) but to do ht in lum Ties, « q 
to diſſuade others, eſpecially thoſe under his 
Care, from reſorti ng” 'to Places E fo much : 
Dang and Infection. * J 
it Þ 


PREFACE. 
1 muſt be confeſſed, it is no eaſy Matter 
gt to 4 prevail on thoſs who are' carried away 
bean zy the falſe Maxims and Prafiices of a cor- 
nt the up and debauched World, ts abandon their 
Diver- fenſual Gratifications, for the more refined 
le are Pleaſures of Virtue and Religion: However, 
1 abe Difficulty. of the Work ſhould not diſ- 
art roura ge any one from attempting it. I bave 
Ar, Wherefore endeavoured, according to my Abi. 
t the ity, to lay before the Reader the Advan- 
ohich, gages attending a good Life; in Hopes, 
ted to Fhat whoever ſeriouſly confiders what is 
/ipron, where ſaid, will be convinced, - that there is 
e Pleaſure, to be compared.” with that of 
ferred, a good Conſeience," aui that Religion really 
the 14s, what it was deſigned by the great 
wnnot 1 Author. of it to be, the only ſolid Foun- 
15 to + dation., of our preſent, as mes as future, 
. | Happineſs. 85 

every I am ſenſi ple, that WE is bere offered 
es 40 | bath been with much greater Advantage in- 
theſe 4 culcated in many of thoſe excellent Dif- 
"(to | courſes, which are already extant : yet when 
Fatal ; J confider how much Good has been done 
lies, zy theſe ſmall Trafs, which have been 
; ; printed and diſperſed of late Years, I am 


his 
mach * encouraged to hope this little 7. * may 
be 


J. 


Prodigious Tur ' after. - ſenſual "Pleaſures," 


epos 1b Favour of Gd, 


Bleffng to-thefe work Ene. 


"4 r 
[ 
4 
1 
4 


PREFXCE. 1 
be of bene Service 5 at leaf, to chat he N 


Which ſeems to Ie the Diſeaſe of the pro. + 
ſent Age, and which muſt undoubtedly d 


ſtrey the Love of God, wherever it prevails.* - i 


1 have added fome Prayers at the Enid l 


of Ibis Book, not with an Intention to bre? 01 


ſerthe to am ene, but to affift" tboſt. bares 
ure not furnifhed with better- Helps; well * E 
knowing how important a Duty Prtyer 


4s; hd bows highly neceſſary it is for . 4 


go Chriſtian to be frequent in bis Ad. 


drafſes to the brone of © "Grace * ever hey 
2 am Hoprs Dy 73 
find Gex to help in Time e Nbeck % WR Mm 
May Cod of Bit great & ode. gi BAY b 
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CHASE! I. 


N 90 HAT alt I & 60 be Jav- 
aa w . Queſtion, Which 
die trembligg and aſtoniſhed 

45, a6. Jail; py; tp Paul and Silas, 

N Then be ſaw the Priſqn-Daors opened in 

: L @ miraculous manner: a Queſtion of the 
e aumoſt Moment and Importance, and 

bee it noarly concerns us all to be well 

; &cfobved-i in. For, if there is a Life after 

his, anct ws de nat die like the Beaſts that 

Pers z if Death does not put a final Period 

{to our Beings 3 but when this ſhort Life 

Ks ended, We enter vpqn the Regions gf 


1 1 ter- 


| Eternity,” arid ſhall be for ever happy, 


laſting Life; and to conſider, whether wah 


recover ourſelves, and return to it again? . 


to be hurried away by our unruly Paffion 


ced to our Sorrow, that there is no Folhy 


The Great Importance 


miſerable, according as we demean our 
ſelves in this ſhort time of Trial and Pro 
bation : If this is the State and ConditiougGre 
of Mankind, (as the Voice of Reafon, thsgcern 
Dictates of Conſcience, and the Holy! 
Scriptures, do loudly proclaim it to be 
how does it behove every one of us ta 
inquire, what we muſt do to attain ever g 


are in- the Way that leads to Heaven and 
Happineſs ? or if we have been ſo unhap 4 N 
py as to wander out of it, how we yy 


This is an | Inquiry that deſerves 
$8 0011 


uits 
Nor 


that unerring Light, but foffer — 


in the Purſuit of the things of this Life & 
we are wretched and miſerable, blind anc bo Is 
naked, notwithſtanding all our Attain. 
ments; and we fhall one Day be convin- 


like that of preferring Things temporal 7 


10 eternal. Whatever ihe Children of tb 
7 | f 


v2.7 
85 


of a RELTGIOUS LIFE. 
World may think, and how much ſoever 
they may applaud their own Wiſdom in 
r0 4 OE Schemes to be Rich and 


dee in the es of true Wiſ- 
dom. . 
e that is truly wiſe, will conſider that 
She has a Soul, as well as a Body, to take 
«Fare of; a ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance 
Fvhich can never die; but when looſed 
From that Priſon, in which it is now con- 
, ined, muſt live for ever, either in Hap- | 
pineſs or Miſery. Shall we then be fo 
i Fooliſh, as to confine our ambitious Pur 
| or uits within -the narrow Limits of this 
World, without conſidering what will be 
Ihe Condition of our Souls hereafter ? 
Shall we labour and toil for ihe Meat that 
Paſſion 
Life! deriſheth ; ; and be cold and indifferent a- 
4 d anc Pout the momentous Concerns of Eter- 
Attain Pity! ? Shall we ſpare no Pains in order to 
_— nlarge our temporal Eſtates, and to lay up 
convin- 
5 F a o0ds for many Tears; when we know not, 
but this Night our Souls may be required 
us? andif we have made no Proviſion 
| B ior 


arſe vel 


of 1b. 
PVerld 


utmoſt Diligence and Attention. For ih 
knowing it, will not follow or be led by j 


to be hurried away by our unruly Paffion# 


The Great Importance 
Eternity, and ſhall be for ever happy, G e 
miſerable, according as we demean our the) 
ſelves in this ſhort time of Trial and Pro con 
bation : If this is the State and Conditio G re 
of Mankind, (as the Voice of Reaſon, thsgcern 
Dictates of Conſcience, and the 12 3 ce 
Scriptures, do loudly proclaim it to be Weiz 
how does it behove every one of us ti 
inquire, what we muſt do to attain ever; 1 
laſting Life; and to conſider, whether we be 
are in the Way that leads to Heaven an} 
Happineſs ? or if we have been ſo unhap # 
Py as to wander out of it, how we ma) i 
recover ourſelves, and return to it again? fined 

This is an Inquiry that deſerves our 


OIm 


we are ignorant of the Will of God, or, 


that unercing Light, but ſuffer ourſelve - 


in the Purſuit of the things of this Life 4 
we are wretched and miſerable, blind anc#. 
naked, notwithſtanding all our Attain- 
ments; and we fhall one Day be convin- 
ced to our Sorrow, that there is no Folly 
like that of preferring Things temporal . 


to eternal. Whatever ihe Children of hi 
__ _ Weirk" 


of a RELTGTIOUS LIF r. 3 
PY, nord may think, and how much ſoever 


n our. they may applaud their own Wiſdom in 
d Pro contriving Schemes to be Rich and 
nditiog Great; yet if their chief Care and Con- 
on, thagcern is taken up about theſe Things, it 

Hol, certain, they will be found Fools, when 
to be weighed in the Balance of true Wiſ— 

dom. 

1 He that 1s truly wiſe, will conſider that 
ther whe has a Soul, as well as a Body, to take 
Care of; a ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance 
 Ivhich can never die; but when looſed 


ned, muſt live for ever, either in Hap- 
ineſs or Miſery. Shall we then be fo 
Pooliſh, as to confine our ambitious Pur- 
od. * ſuits within the narrow Limits of this 
World, without conſidering what will be 
the Condition of our Souls hereafter ? 
hall we labour and toil for he Meat that 
erifſheth ; and be cold and indifferent a- 
bout the momentous Concerns of Eter- 
. Hity ? Shall we ſpare no Pains in order to 
Enlarge our temporal Eſtates, and to lay up 
, Folly o0ds for many Years , when we know not, 
ut this Night our Souls may be required 
mporal | 


F thi tf us? and if we have made no Provifion 
7 RR B fer 


urſelve 


convin - 


Mat. xvi. 
20. 


Me Great Importance 


for their everlaſting Welfare, what will Tin 


it avail us, that we have been Rich and :bec: 
Great in this World? .enjc 
The Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, 


and all the Glory and Splendor of it will, Ma 


in a little time, have an End. How great as t. 
then is the Folly, and how deplorable will ſhor 
the Condition of that Man be, who inſtead 'ever 
of ſeeking the Kingdom of Ged and bis Righ- non 
teouſneſs in the firſt place, has conſumed his mak 
Days in ſeeking after the Honours and chot 
Riches of this World, and has tired him- fers 


ſelf out in the Purſuit of thoſe Things, fire 
which are of no Value in the Sight of Nat 


God? Wretched Stupidity ! What ſhall.it Thi 
profit a Man, if be ſhall gain the whole who 


| World, and loſe his own Soul? Time bears to i 


all his Hopes and Happineſs in the poor f 


no Proportion to Eternity. The moſt befo— 


exalted Pleaſures of this Life, which at Cur/ 
beſt are but of a ſhort Continuance, can enco 
never compenſate for the Loſs of that men 
Happineſs, which God has prepared for And 
them that love bim. How miſerably then of G 
will that Man be deceived, who places Yes 


and empty Satisfactions of a ſenſual Life? 
who looks no farther than the preſent is D. 


$4 
Time, 4 


will 
and 


Way, 
will, 
great 
> will 
\(tead 
Righ- 
ed his 


s and 


him- 
ungs, 
ht of 
ball it 


whole 
bears 


moſt 
ch at 
, can 


f that 


ed for 


y then 
places 
e poor 
Life? e 
preſent 
Time, I 


encourage our Obedience; and Puniſh- 
ments on the other, to deter us from Sin. 
And as he, that obeys the Commandments 
of God, chooſes Life, ſo he, that tranſgreſ- 
Hes them, chooſes Death; 


Ns Death, and he that chooſes the one (let 


of aRELIGrovs Liye. 
Time, and lives as if he cared not what 
became of him hereafter, ſo he may but 


enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon. 
But ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where is the 


Man ſo abandoned to Folly and Magneſs, 


as to be content for the Sake of a preſent 


ſhort-lived Happineſs, to be miſerable for 


ever here-after? I wiſh indeed there were 
none ſuch : But alas! there are too manythat 
make this ſad Choice. Not that any one 
chooſes Evil for the ſake of Evil, or pre- 
fers Miſery before Happineſs, (for a De- 
fire of Happineſs is inſeparable from our 
Nature) but in the Seripture-Account of 
Things, he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruction, 


who walks in the broad Way that leads 


to it. For God has been pleaſed 10 ſet Deut. xxx. 


"before us Life and Death, Bleſſmg and "9: 


Car/ing ; Rewards on the one Hand, to 


that Death 
hich God has threatened to the Sinner, 


ven Death eternal. For the Wages of Sin 


B 2 his 


The Great Importance 


his Pretenſions be what they will) muſt 
be ſaid to chooſe the other; becauſe he 
} knows (at leaſt it is his own Fault, if he 
Rom. ii. does not) that Ged will render to every Man 
| „ 7, 8,9. according to his Deeds : 
|. patient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for 
Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, eter- 
nal Life; but unto them that are conten- 
= tious, and do not obey the Truth, but obey 
. Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, 


Man that doth Evil. 

1 See then, what a wretched piece of 
Folly 
ſoever he may think himſelf, and how 
much ſoever he may deſpiſe the ſober 


then evidencing to all the World, 


has determined his Choice to the latter.— 


To them, who by 


Tribulation and Anguiſh upon wy Soul of 
the Sinner is entity of (how wiſe 


Part of Mankind) when he firſt enters 
upon a Life of Wickedneſs: for he is 
that 
Life and Death being ſet before bim, he 


A Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, that 
did not Experience convince us it is often 
made, we could hardly think it poſſible 
for a rational Creature to be fo blind. 0 
Bleſſed God ! haſt thou ſet before us Happi- | © 
| 25 and Miſery, Tor unſpeakable and Tull x 


muſt 
ſe he 
if he 
Man 


ho by 


k for 

eter- 
huten- 
obey 
rath, 


oul of 


ce of 


wiſe. 


how 
ſober 


he 1s 
that 
m, he 


ter.— 

e. chart ration: and what ſhall we ſay to awaken 

often , Men out of this fatal Lethargy, and to 
Danger? but entreat them to conſider, that 

1 unleſs they repent, they will certainly pe- 

4 riſh. Fer the Wrath of God is revealed a- 

13 


fl gainſt all  Ungedlineſs and  Unrighteouſneſs of 


of a REL1G1oUus LIT E. 
of Glory on the one Hand, and Torments 
endlæſs and intolerable on the other ! haſt 


thou given us the Light of Reaſon to guide 
ug, and ſuperadded that of thy Holy Spirit 


to illuminate and inſtruct us; haſt thou im- 


planted in our Natures a Dread and Aver- 
ion to Pain and Miſery, and an inſatiable 


and never-ceaſing Thirſl after Happineſs ; 
and is it poſſible for us, after all this, to 
be ſo blind and ſenſeleſs, ſuch Enemies to our 


own Souls, and ſo regardleſs of their eter- 


nal Welfare, as to prefer the dark Ways of 
Sin and Miſery before thoſe Bleſſed Paths 
. that lead to the bright Regions of Bliſs and 
. Glory !—Alas! ſuch wretched Fools are too 
enters many among us, who, notwithſtanding all 
i , that thou baſt done for us, will not bearken, 
nor be adviſed, but run beadlong into the 
Mays of Sin and Deftru#ion. 


This is indeed a melancholy Conſide- 


inſpire them with a juſt Senſe of their 


B 3 Men : 
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i The Great Importance 


Acts xvii, Men: ard though God winked at the Times Ouſly 
30, 31. of Tenorance; yet now be commandeth all But 
Men every where to repent ; becauſe he hath apt 
appointed a Day, in which be will judge the larg 
World in Righteoaſneſs, by that Man whom à re 
he bath ordained ; *vhereof he hath given Af» hel 

furance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed ; 
Lim from the Dead: A Day when the | 
Rev vi. Sinners will in vain call to the Mountains de 


36, 7. and Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them dice 


from the Face of him that ſitteth on the 2 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb. = | 
And when the great Day ef bis Wrath is cha 
come, who ſhall then be able to fand. - Ahe 
Who indeed ſhall be able to ſtand before u 
the Face of an incenfed God, and hear :©9! 
that dreadful Sentence pronounced againſt 
him, Depart from me, ye curſed; into ever. 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and © of 
Bis Angels ?= Ah! who can bear an Eter- in 
Ir. xxxiii. N nity of Horror and Defpair ? ? Who can dwell 4 bl 
14 with implacable Fiends in everlaſting Burn- © 
Tick are Things of infinite Moment | 
and Concern, and are ſufficient to ſhew © 
us the great Neceſſity of denying Ungod- | +! 
4 © and worldly Luſts, and living righte- | # 
ouſiy » 


* Times 
th all 


e hath apt to be ſlightly paſſed over, I ſhall en- 
ive the large a little upon the great Importance of 
whom à religious Lite, by endeavouring to ſhew 
en A6 theſe three TO: 

raiſed | 

n the I. That there is no ſolid Llappineſs to 
mtains de attained in this Life, but in the Prac- 
e them * of Religion: 

n the © 

1þ, ws II. That as Religion is the only T hing 
2th , That can make us happy while we live, ſo 
7 There is nothing but a good Life can give 
before us any comfortable Proſpect, when we 
hear come to die: 

gainſt 

en III. That a conſcientious Obſervance 
7 and of the Duties of Religion, will not only 
Eter- make us live happily, "and die comforta- 
del] bly; but what is infinitely beyond all this, 
Burn- vill moſt certainly be rewarded with eter- 
en 1 nal ln in the Life to come. 

ment ; 

thew Þ Fir then! ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 7 bat 
agod- || l "there is 0 ſolid Happineſs to be attained in 
ge- | this Life, but in the Practice of Religion. 


ZN - 
OU - K 
x ſly ? 3; 
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of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
guy, ſoberly and godly, in this preſent World, 


But becauſe the weighneſt Truths are tod 


B 4 It 


* * — -o. T 
_ _— 


2 


5 


The Great Importance 
It has been a great Artifice of the De- 


vil, to poſſeſs the Minds of unthinking 


Men with an Opinion, that Religion is a 
ſour, moroſe, ill- natured Thing; an Ene- 


my to whatever is pleaſant and chearful; 


and that whoever engages in the Practice 
of it, muſt from that Inſtant renounce all 
the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of this Liſe. 
But as the Devil is the Father of Lies, it is 
no wonder that he ſets every Thing before 


us in a falſe and deceitful Light: It was 


by theſe Means that he deceived our firſt 
unhappy Parents, and it is by the ſame 
Methods, that he endeavours to betray 
their too credulous Poſterity, He is con- 


tinually repreſenting Evil as Good, and 


Good as Evil; putting Darkneſs for Light, 
and Light for Darkneſs, He knows that 


there is ſuch a Beauty and Comelineſs in 


Religion, as no one can behold but with 
Love and Admiration; and therefore he 


endeavours to draw a Veil over its Luſtre, 


and to raiſe in our Minds frightful Ideas 
concerning it: and too many, alas! are 


-miſled by ſuch falſe and uryuſt n 


tations. 


But 


of 4 RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
74 But would. Men be perſuaded once to 
make the Experiment; would they for- 


An the Way that leads to everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs; would they retire from the Noiſe 


1 ife, and. liſten to the. Rill Voice of Rea- 
on and Religion, they would quickly find 
pow orolly they have been cheated, and 
onder how it, was poſſible they ſhould fo 
eng have been deceived. They would 
on, diſcover, and from thence admire 


Abe Beauty of Holineſs,” and be thoroughly 


gFonvinced, that there is no Pleaſure like 
that of a good Conſcience ; no real and 
Jolid Happineſs, but what reſults from a 


Life of Virtue and Holineſs. They would 
then bleſs the happy Change they had 


made, and would not part wich their In- 


tereſt in Heaven for the greateſt Enjoy- 


ments this World could give them. All 
7 {thoſe empty Pleaſures, which once capti- 
ae and enſnared them, would then ap- 
Pear mean and contemptible, and nothing 
1 would be thought of any real Value, but 
; what ſets them forward in che Way of 
Salvation. 


B 5 O happy 


ſake the dangerous Paths of Sin, and walk 


nd, Tumult of a. looſe and, diſordered 
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The Great Importance 
O happy Man (whoſoever thou art) 
that haſt made this noble Trial, and by 2 
true and ſincere Repentance art reſtored 
to the Favour and Love of God! thou 
haſt turned away thine Eyes from beholding E 
Vanity, and canſt now look up with Con- A 
fidence to God, and reliſh the Pleaſures 
of a virtuous Life. How is thy Mind 
filled with Love, and Joy, and Admira- 
tion, when thou confidereſt, that by the 
Grace and Goodneſs of God thou art 
reſcued out of the Jaws of the devouring * 
Lion, and art delivered from Fear, and © 
Shame, and Self. condemnation ; the ſure : 
Attendants of a guilty Conſcience ! #1 
We may have ſome Idea of the Hap- 
' Pineſs of ſuch a Man, by conſidering 
what is the Pleaſure of a redeemed Cap- 
tive, when reſtored to his Country, his 
Liberty, and his Friends; or of a Mari- | 
ner got ſafe to Shore after a Storm, where- |! 
in he was every Moment in Expectation of 
being ſwallowed up in the Deep. And yet 
it muſt be owned, the Compariſon falls in- 3 
finitely ſhort : For what Slavery is fo great 
as that of a Soul under the Bondage and |} 
DGaninion of Sin? Or what are the moſt 
S - 22 terrible 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE, 


du art) terrible Dangers of the Sea, when com- 
1d by a pared with thoſe to which the Sinner is 


reſtored A 
thou 


Holding 


h Con- 
returning again to their former Courſe 


leaſures 


Mind 


dmira- 
by the 
Ou art 
ouring 
r, and 
be ſure, | 


Hap- | 
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tontinually expoſed ? 
Bur have not ſome made Trial of Reli- 


gion, and yet have found no Satisfaction 
therein, as may be concluded from their 


of Life? *Tis true, there are ſome In- 


nows,) of ſuch, who after they ba ve been 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the hea- 
7 Gift, and been made Partakers of the 


Holy Ghoſt, have yet fallen away, and be- 


.taken themſelves again to a Life of Sin 


and Debauchery : But has this been owing 
to a Diſlike of Religion? By no means; but 
rather to a Want of Care in not avoiding 


| Cap- the Company which has formerly ſeduced 


them, or to a Forgetfulneſs, or ar - leaſt a 


Mari. 1 Neglect of the Vows and Relolations they 
where- | have made; or, it may be, they have 


ion of fallen under fome violent Temptation, 


| which. they have not ſo vigorouſly refiſted, 
as they might and ought to have done : 
| Beſides Inſtances of this kind, I hope, are 
but rare. But then, on the other hand, how 
| many are there, who have forſaken the 
B 6 Company 


ſtances, (and fad ones they are, God 
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as they would not part with for all this 


Servants of God ? Theſe will tell you, 


* the Days of their Lives, to behold the fair 4 


ple; and like him eſteem it better to be 


The Great Importance 


Company and Converſation of the Wick- 
ed; and having lamented the Folly and 
Madneſs of their paſt Lives, have, from 
the Slaves of Sin and Satan, become the 


from their own Experience, that they have 
found more true Peace and Satisfaction in 
conquering one vicious Habit, than ever 
they met with in the moſt ſenſual Enjoy- 3 
ment: That all their paſt ſinful Pleaſures 3 
yield them now no other Fruits, than thoſe #* 
bitter ones of Shame and Remorſe : Where- e. 
as in Religion they find ſuch. a Spring of w 
Comfort continually refreſhing their Souls, 4 


World can poſſibly give them. They : 
taſte ſuch a Pleaſure in the Service of 
God, as makes them with holy David 
deſire to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all 


Beauty of the Lord, and to viſit bis Tem- }o- 


4 Dgor-keeper in the Houſe of the Lord, 
one of the meaneſt of God's Servants, han 
to dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs, amidſt 
the Delights and Pleaſures of a wicked and 
debauched World. . 
Indeed, 


Wick- 
ly and 


from 


ne the 
| you, 
y have 
tion in 
n ever 
njoy- 
a ſures 
| thoſe 
V here- 
ing of 
Souis, 
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They 


ce of 
David 
ard all 
e fair 
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Lord, 

„ han 
midft 
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deed, 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
Indeed, for a Man to reflect upon the 
\ tions of a well-ſpent Life; to conſider 


hat he has made God his Friend, and 
fecured an Intereſt in the Favour of Him, 


* ha is the eternal Source and Fountain of 


ul Good; infinite in Mercy and Loving- 
kindneſs, as well as in Power; not only 
ble, but willing and ready, to help ape 
alſiſt him in all Difficulties: :— A Being, 


whom he may have recourſe under l 


Trials and Temptations, under the great- 
gt Calamities and Troubles of Life :—To 
Whom he may lay open all his Wants and 


Afflictions, and may at all Times with 
Confidence look up, as being aſſured that 
he has a powerful Interceſſor in Heaven, 


Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, in whom w2 Col. i. 14, 
Shave Redemption through his Blood, even 
be Forgiveneſs of Sins : And who is able Heb. vii. 
ſo ſave them to the uttermoſt that come unto ? 


od by bim, ſeeing he ever liveth to make 
Vuterceſſion for them :—1 ſay, for a Man to 
Conlider' theſe Things; to think that he 


Ti 


J anſwering the End of his Creation; that 


e is doing the Work for which he is ſent 


Fo into che World; that he is become a 


Member 


Anfirmities, pour forth all his Sorrows and 


The Great Importance 


Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and ai ws 
Inberitor of the Kingdom of Heaven: How Ih 
muſt ſuch Thoughts chear and refreſh 
his Soul, and fill his Mind with Joy un. uh 
ſpeakable, with a Pleaſure and Satisfac- a 
tion that is ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting; n: 
and in Compariſon whereof all the vain 
and empty Enjoyments of this World are # 
as nothing ! 
But then on the other hand, for ” e 
Palm wicked Man to conſider, that the Face of, 4 01 
xxxiv. 16. the Lord is againſt them that do Evil, and [ ue 
conſequently that he is of the Number of Mo 
thoſe whom God hates and deſpiſes; that r pf 
inftead of working out his Salvation with flat 
fear and trembling, he is daily heaping uf 4 dec 
to himſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath :? 2 
And though (it may be) he is now clothed his 
with Purple and fine Linen, and fares ſum-Þ ; he 
Ptuouſſy every Day; though he may at pre- tha 
ſent live in all the Gaiety and Splendor, : for 
the Pomp and Luxury, of a great Fortune, ¶ be: 
yet there will come a Time (and, for to, 
aught he knows, it may not be many W 
Moments off,) when he ſhall be ſtript ofF1az 
all his Pfeaſures and Enjoyments, andi pe 
want even à4 drop of Water to cool hi: Cl 

T ad 


of a RELIG10Us LIFE. 
Tongue :—Surely, ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
Huſt ſtrike the Sinner through with Hor- 
| For and Amazement, and like Belſbazzar, 
Joy un. hen he ſaw the Hand writing upon „ 
atisfac. Mall, make him tremble, even in the 


aſting; $nidſt of his greateſt Mirth and Jollity. 
he vain} And can a Man with ſuch Thoughts 
orld art 4 


about him, (and theſe, or ſomething like 
them, will be ſure to haunt the Sinner) 
#be ſaid to be happy? Are the Stings of 
Face 0 is onſcience, the Terrors of an Almighty 
Vil, and Judge, and the dreadful Expectations of 
nber of od's Vengeance, conſiſtent with a State 
s; that pf Happineſs ?—Alas ! the Lidertine may 
OH with | Matter himſelf as he pleaſes ; and think to 
ping 2 deceive others, by putting on an Air of 
Wratb. Gaiety and Pleaſantneſs; but, it is certain, 
4 clothed his Mind can never be long at reſt, while 
res ſum. he carries about him a faithful Monitor, 
at Pre- # #that will be continually upbraiding him 
Jendor, for his Folly and Madneſs; repreſenting 
fortune, ¶befdre his Eyes the Dangers he is expoſed 
nd, for to, and crofling him, as it were, in his 
e many Way, while he is in full Purſuit of his un- 
tript of lawful Pleaſures.— And though he may 
ts, and perhaps be able ſometimes to ſilence the 


cool bis,Clamours of this troubleſome Companion 
nk q by 


for ” 


with, in the Enjoy ment of $i3.; te e 
Pleaſures, ' an | 


every Sinner. A Man, by a long Courſe 


be fallen into ſuch a deep and fatal Le. i uy 


State of Happineſs. 


The Great Twportance 


| c 
by mere dint of Notte and Extravagance; ah 
yet when his Paſſions abate (as they e 
not always bear to be upon the Stretch) 
and the Man grows cool, he will 6nd hel Inet 
U-pbraidings « of his Mind returp upon him of # 

wich the greater Violence : and the Shame z! * 


and Anguiſn, che Horror and Confuſion, 
that be will then feel, will infinitely over- 
balance all the SatisfaQtiouns he can meet 


lity ? 
Neven 
chie v 


= 
3 
* 


of Wickedneſs, may arrive at ſuch 5 8 
hardened State, as to be incapable of any 

ſenſible Impreſſions; his Sul may, be 
ſeared, as it were, with an hot Iron, and 


I own, indeed, mis is not the Caſe, of. 


thargy, as nothing perbaps ſhall be able 


to awaken it, till it comes to feel che 


very Torments of the Damned. — But. no f 
one, I believe, will think this to be a 


Beſides, if we conſider a wicked Mani . 
with reſpect to this World only, abſtract- I 
edly from what will be his Portion here- 
af ter, we ſhall find, that there are many yi 


fa RELIGIOUS LIFE, 


hd great Evils to which he is expoled, 
beſides the Torments of a guilty Conſci— 
e. Are not Pains and Aches, Rot- 
mneſs and Diſeaſes, the natural Effects 
of Luſt and Intemperance? Poverty and 
ken Fortunes, of Pride and Prodiga- 
fuſion 14 ? Does not Paſſion, and Anger, and 
ek. Revenge, frequently expoſe Men to mif- 
7 me Gfewous, and, many times, fatal Quar- 
Ante rels and Contentions? Robbery, Their, 
an Murder bring upon others a amefal 
aſe 1% untimely End! 2 How many Evils are 
Courk: there 1 in the World, that are the immedi- 


Sance; 
EY will; 
5reteh) 
2nd the 
ON Him 
Shame 


ſuch V ab Effects of Men's Vices? From whence Jam. iv. 1. 


of any 3 
Day, be CY 
ns. and 7 


ue Wars and Fightings among you? ſays 
James; come they not hence, even of your 


tal Le. 
be able ay of thoſe other Evils and Calamities 


cel che gat ſome Men labour under. If we trace 


But no them to their Original, we ſhall find them 


>. be ach be the natural Fruits of Men's Luſts 


1 Man 


@þcir covetous and ambitious Deſires, and 
oſtract- a 


n here“ ppetites. And, in truth, how can it be 


s that war in your Members? And 
m the ſame fatal Source are derived 


apd Paſſions, and to have proceeded from 
he Gratification of their unruly Lufts and 


© herwile, if we Conſider, T vat the Curſe Prov. iii 


of 33: 


| 20 The Great Vnportance 

"Mt of the Lord is in the Houſe of the Wicked,' _ 
Prov. xiii, and that Evil purſueth Sinners? How can 

21. any Thing but Miſery attend him, who} 

has God for his Enemy, and is curſed of 

him? g 

Let us now conſider, what is the Lot 

and Portion of good Men in this World; 

and whether the Practice of Virtue ang 

Righteouſneſs is not the moſt likely way 

a Man can take to promote his preſent 

as well as future Happineſs, and to make 

his Pilgrimage here on Earth a State of 

_ tolerable Eaſe and Comfort. 1 

Solomon had as much Experience of the 

Pleaſure of the World as ever Man had, 

and tried as many Ways to make himſelf 

happy as his Heart could well deviſe; 

Eecleſ. ii. having kept nothing from his Eyes that | | 

1% they defired, nor withbeld bis Heart from 2: 

am Joy; and yet, when he came to caſt | | | 

up the Account, he found this to be the | 

Sum of it, that all was Vanity and Vera. 

tion of Spirit. And therefore, when he | 

is inſtructing his Son in the Ways off 

true Happineſs, he adviſes him to get 

Prov. iii. Wiſdom and Underſtanding : for Viſdom, 
13. ſays he, is the principal Thing ; therefore 

8 | get 
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| of a RELIG1Ous LIE. 
tet Wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get 
Tnderſtanding. And, as an Encouragement 
| to do ſo, he tells him, that bappy is the Prov. iii. 
Nan that findeth Wiſdom, and the Man 13, Sc. 
That getteth Underſtanding : For the Mer- 


Lot "chandize of it is better than the Merchan- 
a et] "dize of Silver, and the Gain thereof than 
n 


ne Gold. She is more precious than Ru- 

way | bies, and all the Things thou canſt defire 

are not to be compared unto ber. Length 

me 177 Days is in ber right Hand, and in ber 

e of | | left Hand Riches and Honour. Her Ways 
Rare Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber 

the Patbs are Peace. This Wiſdom and Un- 

dad, derſtanding, which he recommends, as 

elf à a Treaſure of ſo great Value, is not 

iſe; ' the Wiſdom of this World: (For that 

Y is  Foolifhneſs with God. 1 Cor. iti. 19.) 

But it is the Wiſdom that cometh from a- 

Dove, which will make us wiſe unto Sal- 

vation: The Wiſdom of living in the 

Fear and Love of God, and in a ſtrict 

Obedience to his Commandments. TheProv. ix. 

* Fear of the Lord, ſays he, is the Beginning 

F Wiſdom, and the Knowledge of the Holy 

is Underſtanding. Or, as it is in Fob, Be- 3 

bold the Fear of the Lord, that is Wiſ- me 

dom; 


22 The Great Importance ; 
dom; and to "OW! from Evil 1s Under. | 
Aanding. 4 

Here then 18 the Excellency of Rel. ä 


verſion of endleſs Happineſs, bot. make « 
our Lives at preſent eaſy and delightful ; : 
the very Ways of Religion are pleaſant, 
as well as the End. *Tis true, Vice. 
has it's preſent Pleaſures as well as Vir- 
tue: but then there is this Difference 
between them; the Pleaſures of Sin are 
weak, ſhort- lived, and only varniſhed o- f 
ver; they begin and end almoſt in the I 
ſame Moment, and can never be purchaſ- !;; 
ed but at the Expence of much ſuceeed- 

ing Trouble, Shame, and Selt- condem-| + ther 
nation. Whereas thoſe, which reſult « 47 
from leading a holy and religious Life, | 7 
are ſubſtantial, fincere, ſteady and ſecure: c 
they leave no unſavoury Reliſh upon de 
Mind; no Loathings and Diſlike; are 
EH accompanied with Shame, nor 10 
Jowed with Remotſe or Sadneſs; thoſe bit- 
ter Allays to all Goful Gratifications. We. 
may talk of Pleaſures and Enjoy ments, 1 3 
* ſays a * Great Prelate of our Church, 55 4 
* fr hb. of York in bis V blame of Sermons, p. 50 . 1 
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* of a RELIG1ous Life. 

* but no Man ever truly found them, *till 
Under. i he became acquainted with God, and 
1 was made ſenſible of his Love, and 
+: Partaker of his heavenly Favours, and 


© ++ lived in an intire Fr iendſhip and Com- 


Reli. 


a Re. 


mate T munion with him.” No certainly; Re- 
htful: . fligion is the only 'Happineſs of a rational 
al Creature, the only Thing that can give us 

Vie fany true and real Satisfaction; all other 
Vir. Pleaſures are, at beſt, but ſhort and 
rence. 


tranſitory: but in this we find a Delight 
n are and Satisfaction, which is ſolid, ſubſtan⸗ 


ed o- J tial, and laſting; a Delight that grows 


1 the and i e under ee and Reflec- 
cha. tion. 


ceed- 3 „Whenever (4 uſe the Wards of ano 
dem- % Excellent Perſon * an Action is good 


reſult} and virtuous, it is not only natural, but 
Life, « 


„ carries with it a Felicity flowing from, 
cure: „ and eſſential to, the very Nature of it. 
2 the „ Paternal, conjugal, filial Affection, are 

Are 4 cc they not full of Delight! d Juſtice, 
8 fol- « Friendſhip, Beneficence, all the Offices 


: bir- | © of Humanity, and the whole Train of 
We 0 


ents, | 5 |. £6: 
Irch, Þ 
501, N | 

but! 1 


LF Cd 
N : 


” 

Wo. . 55 N 

8 Ton? dee 
N I 


« Joy? The Propenſity there 1 is in us to- 


Virtues; does not the Exerciſe of them 
adminiſter the moſt ſincere and laſting 


„ wards. 
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wards them, and the Satisfaction there 4 
is in the doing of them, does, in Diſpoſi. 
tions not debauched, lead almoſt irre. 
ſiſtibly to the Practice of them: V. 
have, when we are about them, 0 
boding, miſgiving Thoughts, no forbid. 
ding Whiſpers, no ſecret Reluctancy: 
Comfort, Complacency of Mind, and 
a gratulating Conſcience always accom- } 
«© pany ſuch Actions.“ a 
What a perpetual Source of Jos and 7 
Comfort is a good Conſcience ! It glad» 
dens the Heart, chears and refreſhes the 
Soul, and fills the Mind with a conſtant 
Serenity and Chearfulneſs, which is infi- 
nitely to be preferred before the noiſy * 
Mirth of Fools and Madmen. He that in #/ 
is poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable Jewel, has Ligh 
a Treaſure greater than all the Riches of I fe 
the Indies: a Treaſure, which he always Life 
carries about with him, and which nei- thou 
ther the Malice of the Devil, nor the Sha 
Wickedneſs of Men, can rob him of. for 
And ſo long as he retains this Fund of Sta; 
Joy and Comfort (as he may always do, He 
unleſs he is wretchedly wanting to him- Ro 
ſelf) he can never be truly miſerable. For fa: 
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| then a good Conſcience gives a Reliſh to all 


iſpoſi. bur outward Enjoyments, ſo it abates 
t irre. end takes off the Edge of the ſharpeſt 
: WM fafflictions: and not only enables a Man 
n, no #0 bear up under preſent Evils, but for- 
Ibid. Fifies him againſt the Dread and Appre- 
uncy ; Henſion of future ones. It arms a Man with 
„and b ourage and Reſolutlon, and gives him 
com. : Fuch a Firmneſs and Preſence of Mind, 

as makes him able to endure the greateſt 
f and Stock. Solomon obſerves, that the Wick. Prov. 


glad. ed flee, when no Man purſueth ; but tbe viii. 1. 
the {Righteous gre bold as a Lion. And the 
ſtant Holy P/almiſt tells us, that a good Man 
infi- ball not be afraid of any evil Tidings :Pf. exii. 7, 
noiſy. 3 for bis Heart flandeth faſt, and believeth 
that in the Lord. The Lord, ſays he, is my Pſalm 
has © Light and my Salvation; whom then ſhal]**V\ 1. 
8 of I fear ? The Lord is the Strength of my 
ways 7 Life ; ; of whom ſhall I be afraid? Yea, vr. xiii. 
nei- ba I walk through the Valley of the+ 
* 2 Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; 
* Ji thou art with me, thy Rod and thy 
d «| Foy comfort me. What indeed ſhould 
do, He fear, whoſe Soul is anchored upon the 
me | 1 Rock of Ages; Who has the God wer cxlvi, 
F or E for bis 110% 3 whoſe Hope is in the* 
al 5 Lord 
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Lord bis Cod? He knows that he is in 
the Hands of a moſt gracious and merci. 
ful Father, fand is fully perſuaded that 
all things ſball work together fer goed 1% 
'  them' that love him: He is aſſured, that 
Pſ. xxxiii. Ihe Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear 


| keep them alive in Famine. And there- 


he conſiders, that as his Afflictions come 
8 from the Hands of a good and gracious 
2 Cor. iv. God, who does not willingh Mien ne. 


tinuance, and that, if he makes a right 


Glory. 


Pf. li. 8. thoſe that rake not God for their Strengtb; 


tified againſt the Evils of this Life! 


17:18. him; upon them that hope in his Mercy; . 
to deliver their Soul from Death, and 10 


fore he can rejoice in God, even in the 
midſt of Trouble and Affliction, f 


ot Children of Men; ſo he knows that as % 
Time is ſhort, they can be of no long Con- 


Uſe of them, hey will work for him a 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 7 


See then the Folly and Madneſs of 4 


but truft to the Multitude of their Riches, 4 
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and ſtrengthen themſelves in their Wicked- Fill u 


neſs, and think by theſe Means to be for- 
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Alas! There are numberleſs Calamities, 4 
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s n from which Wealth and Power can never 
Wer 1 us: and therefore when a Man 


I Ktuary in thi Strength of his Wickedneſs, 
he will find himſelf miſerably miſtaken, 
when the Day of Adverſity comes upon 
him. The Weight of Sin, ſuperadded 
to that of temporal Evils, is a Burthen 
greater than any one is able to bear. Tis 
Xertain, whatever the great Ones of this 
World may think, there is nothing can 
ame alleviate the Force of Worldly Troubles, 
nous put a good Life. It is That, and That 


O 
2 
cd 


ö 7 a . . ä 7 N 
me pnly, which is a ſufficient Counterpoiſe 
S % 


0 balance the Weight of any great 
Lon Kffliction. Nothing elſe is ſufficient 
right to ſupport a Man in the Evil Days of 
m a tis Pilgrimage, and to ſuſtain his Spirit 
bt of under the greater Calamities of this Life. 
All other Experiments, how promiſing 
5s Of pever, vill be found vain and ineffectual, 
th; The Conſciouſneſs of having in ſome - 
iches, Meaſure lived holily and unblameably, 
cked- pill make a Man look up with a chear- 
for- ul Aſſurance to the great Supporter of 
— Mis Being; enable him to ſe through 
ities, 4 c dan Clouds of Sorrow and Afflic- 
from - C tion, 
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tion, and to behold with an Eye of Faith | 4 


that heavenly Country to which he is tra- 


velling, and where he hopes ſhortly to ar- 


rive. And this, though it will not wholly 
remove the Afflictions which God is ſome- 
times pleaſed, for wiſe and good Ends, to 


ſend upon ſome Men iin this Life, nor make 


us inſenſible of the Trouble that attends 
them; yet it will mightily leſſen and ener- 
vate their Force, and enable us with 


ſome Degree of Courage and Chearfulneſs, | : 
to bear up under them. For how ſtrong 


a. Conſolation muſt it be for a good Man, 


under bodily Grief and Pains, to contee- 


plate a State where there ſhall be no more 


Sorrow, no more Pain, and where all Tears 
ſhall be wiped for ever from his Eyes! | 
Or, if he is under the Preſſures of Want 
and Neceſſity, how muſt it ſupport and re- 
lieve his ſinking Spirits to conſider, that 
Heb. xii. he has a Father in Heaven, who will never 
leave him, nor forſake him, however he may . i 
at preſent think fit to deprive him of out- 
ward Comforts; and that there is no Per- 
ſon in the World ſo great, ſo proſperous, 
or ſo happy, but that (having a little Pati- 


ence) he himſelf ſhall be more ſo 
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of a RELIGIouUs Livre. 
un The Sum of what I have ſaid upon 
tra- this Head, is ſo elegantly expreſſed by 
ar- the Author of a late Eſſay upon the 
lly | Omnipreſence of God, that, I believe, I 
me- : ſhall leave this Reflection more ſtrongly 
, to upon my Reader's Mind, if I give him 
ake the Words of that unknown, but excellent, 
nds Perſon. How happy (/s he, ſpeaking 
ner- of the Intercourſe there is betwixt God and 
vith the Souls of good Men,) * how happy is an 
eſs, | intellectual Being, who by Prayer and 
ong Meditation, by Virtue and good Works, 
lan, * opens this Communication between 
em- 4 God and his own Soul! Though the 
more © whole Creation frowns upon him, and 
ears all Nature looks black about him, he 
yes! has his Light and Support within him, 
Vant that are able to chear his Mind, and 
d re- bear him up in the midſt of all thoſe 
that F Horrors which encompaſs him. He 
never knows that his Helper is at Hand, and 
may is always nearer to him than any thing 
out- elſe can be, which is capable of annoy- 
Per- ing or terrifying him. In the midit 
rous, of Calumny or Contempt he attends to 
Pati- that Being, who whiſpers better Things 
_ within his Soul, and whom he looks 
The C 2 * upon 
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* upon as his Defender, his Glory, and 
the Lifter up of his Head. In his | 
* deepeſt Solitude and Retirement, he | 
© knows that he is in Company with the | 
greateſt of Beings ; and perceives with- | 
in himſelf ſuch. real Senſations of his 
© Preſence, as are more delightful than any 
* thing that can be met with in the Con- 
* verſation of his Creatures, Even in 
the Hour of Death, he conſiders the _ 
* Pains of his Diſſolution to be nothing 

« elſe but the breaking down of that 
© Partition, which ſtands betwixt his Soul 
and the Sight of that Being, who is 
* always preſent with him, and is about 

© to manifeſt itſelf to him in fulneſs of 1 
Joy. F 
If we would be thus happy, (to 8 q 
en with the Words of this pious Author, )| | 
| © and thus ſenſible of our Maker's oa 2 
© ſence, from the ſecret Effects of his 
Mercy and Goodneſs, we muſt keep . 
© ſuch a Watch over all our Thoughts, 
that, in the 1 Language of the Scripture, 3 
© his Sou! may have Pleaſure in ls. We a 

© muſt take Care not to grieve his Holy 
"Me * bf t; but endeavqur ke the TH. 12 
ir! > Qu a, MA : 
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ditations of our Hearts always accept- 


able in his Sight, that he may delight 
thus to reſide and dwell in us. The 
Light of Nature could direct Seneca to 
* this Doctrine, in a very remarkable Paſ- 
ſage among his Epiſtles; ſacer ineſt in 
© nobjs Spiritus,  bonorum malorumque Cu- 
s ftos & Obſervator; & quemadmoduni no, 
illum traftamus, ita & ile nos. There 
is a Holy Spirit reſiding in us, w 3 
watches and obſerves both good and 

evil Men, and will treat us ay the 
fame Manner that we treat him, Bur 
I ſhall conclude, /ays he, this Diſcourſe 
with thoſe more emphatical Words in 
Divine Revelation; if any Man love 
me, he will keep my Ward, and my Father 
will Iove bim, and we will come unto him, 
and make our Abode with him 

I have hitherto conſidered a good 
Life, Firſt, as it fills our Minds with 
Joy, and Peace, and Comfort, and de- 
livers us from thoſe uneaſy Reflections, 
which haunt and torment the Sinner : 
And, Secondly, as it is a Means to ſecure 
us from thoſe Evils, which are the im- 
mediate Effects of Sin, and to ſupport 


0 


C2 us 
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us under ſuch Afflictions, as it pleaſes | | | cate 
God, many Times, to ſend upon good | \ graci 
Men in this World, I ſhall now con- : that. 
ſider it with reſpe& to ſome other Ad- 
vantages it has above that of a wicked 
Courſe of Actions: and I hope it will ful- 
ly appear, that there is nothing ſo likely to 
ſecure a Man's Happineſs in this World, 
as a ſtrict Obſervance of the Precepts and 1 
Duties of Religion. 4 
St. Peter lays it down as an undoubted | 
Truth, that whoſoever deſires to live hap- | 
r Pet. iti, pily, muſt live holily. He that will love © 
10, 11. Life, ſays he, and ſee good Days, let him 10 
refrain his Tongue from Evil, and his Lips, © 
' that they ſpeak no Guile ;, let him eſchew © 
Evil, and do Good. And the Reaſon that Rig 
temporal Proſperity is ſo likely to be the heir 
Lot and Portion of the Religious Man, ſeen, 
pet. iti. is, becauſe the Eyes of the Lord are over the and) 
Hs Righteous, and his Ears are open unto their by, '« 
PC. xxxiv. Prayers; but the Face of the Lord is againſt | but 
15, 16. them that do Evil. It is very evident, 
from the whole Tenor of the Scriptures, Þ vide 
that the Providence of God does very  P/al; 
much intereſt itſelf in the Care and Sup- Five 
por of good Men in this World. 0 hall 
laſte 


ef aReticrovs Live, 22 
aſes | © taſte and ſee, ſays the holy Fſalmiſt, bow Pl. xxxiv. 
od © gracious the Lord is: Bleſſed is the Man, 8, 9: 10. 
con- | that truſteth in bim. O fear ye the Lord, 
Ad- he that are his Saints: for they that fear 
bum, lack nothing. The Lions do lack and 
1 ſuffer Hunger; but they who ſeek the Lord, 
y to hall want no manner of Thing that is good. 
orld. How remarkable are the Words of the wiſe 
Son of Sirach to this Purpoſe ! Look at the Feclus. u. 
Generations of old, ſays he, Did ever any lO. 
bted truſt in the Lord, and was confounded? or 
hap- did any abide in his Fear, and was for- 
love | faken? or whom did he ever deſpiſe, that 

mn called upon him? Add to this that Ob- 
2 ſervation of holy David; TI have been young, PC, xxxvii. 
chew and now am old, and yet ſaw ] never the s. 
7 Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
e the their Bread. As on the contrary, I have Ver. 36, 
Man, | ſeen, ſays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 37 
r the and foaryfoing like a green 5 tree: I went 
their © : by, and lo] be was gone; T fought him, 
gainſt bu his Place could no where be found. 
dent, The Contemplation of God's watchful Pro- 
-ures, | vidence over good Men, made the devout 
very Fſalmiſt reſolve and ſay, I will always Pl. xxxiv. 
Sup- give Thanks unto the Lord : bis Praife Is 
..ON | hall ever be in my Mouth. | 
laſte C 4 It 
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oY is certain, that God is a Being of in- 
bande Purity and Holineſs: and as he | 
muſt therefore hate Iniquity with the | 


utmoſt Hatred; ſo there is no doubt, 
but a ſerious and conſcientious. Obſer- 


Air, and clothes the Graſs of the Field, and 1 


is of a Nature ſo diffuſively bountiful, 
as to make his Sun to riſe on the Evil, as 


well as on the Good, and ſends bis Rain | 
| both on the Fuſt and Unjuſt, will undoubt- | 


edly in a more peculiar manner bleſs the | 


Labours of an honeſt and induftriaus | 


Man, and provide for thoſe that fear him, 

and keep his Commandments, -I would 

not be underſtood to ſay, that never 

any. wicked Man has preſpered, nor 

any good Man been unſucceſsful in 

this World: For it pleaſes God many 

Times for wiſe and good Ends, to ſuf- 

fer the Righteous to Fall into- great Per- 
plexities and Diſtreſſes. However fince 

PL v v. 13. the Scriptures aſſure us, that te Lord 
will bleſs the Righteous,. and compaſs him 

Pf, exii. 3. with Favour as with. a, Veld; ; that. Wealllßʒ 
and 
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f aud R 


1 


vance of the Duties of Religion will re- 
commend a Man to his Favour and Pro- 
tection, He that feeds the Fowls of the | 
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and Riches ſhall be in the houſe of him that 
l fureth the Lord, and delighteth in bis Com- Pſ. cxii. 1. 
mandments; that Bleſings ſhall be upon his Prov. x. 6 
Head; that the Houſe of the Rig biteous xii. 7. 
all ſtand, and the Tabernacle of the Up- xiv. 11. 

| | right fall flourifh , that it foall be well Eccleſ. viii. 


with them that fear God; and in ſhort, ** 


that Godlineſs has the Promiſe of the Len. Tim. 
| that now is, as well as of that which is to iv. 8: 
came; I think we may certainly conclude, 


That a ſtri& Obſervance of the Duties of 


the Chriſtian Religion is the moſt likely 


Way a Man can take to thrive and pro- 
ſper in the World, and to make his Life 


L comfortable and happy. 


And of this Truth we may be con- 


7 0 vinced, not only from the Teſtimony 
of Scripture, but from the Reaſon and 
Nature of Things. 
9 conſider and tell me, whether he that is 
juſt and true in all his Dealings, honeſt 
and fincere in all his Profeſſions, and 
faithful to his Word and Promiſes ; that 
L is diligent and induſtrious in his Calling; 
makes it his conſtant Rule to do to 
+ all Men as he would they ſhould do to 
1 bim; and is ſo far from endeavouring to 
Ho; "3 ove r- 
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much more probable, that ſuch an one 


which he thinks will turn to his preſent 


certainly loſe his Credit and Reputation; 


The Great Importance 


over-reach and defraud his Neighbour, 
that he chooſes rather to forego the 
greateſt Gain, than purchaſe it at the| 
Expence of the leaſt Injuſtice: I ſay, 
let any one tell me, whether it is not 
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ſhould enlarge his Fortune in the World. 
than he that acts the very Reverſe of all 
this; that practiſes all the Arts of 
Cheating and Lying, of Over-reaching 
and Circumyegtion, and ſtoops to every 
Thing, how baſe and diſhoneſt ſoever, 


Profit; that conſiders not ſo much, how 
honeſt and upright his Actions are, as 
how profitable; and cares not what his} 
Neighbour ſuffers by his Injuſtice, ſo he 
himſelf does but get by it. Such an one, 
when he comes to be known, (as he will! 
not be able long to conceal himſelf) will! 
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he will become hated and deſpiſed, and 
every one will be afraid to have any Deal- 
ings with him: Whilſt, on the other 
hand, the honeſt and upright Man (be- 
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ſides the Bleſſing of God, which he can- : 
the 
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ef aRELIG610Us LIFE. 37 
the Love and Eſteem of all that know 
the him: he will have few, if any, Ene- 
the} mies; but many Friends, and thoſe ſome 
ſay, of the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, who will 
not be always ready to help and aſſiſt him, 
one and be glad of every Opportunity of pro- 
orld, moting his Intereſt and Happineſs. 
f all 2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, and 


Mares 


; of f what gives a Reliſh to all other Enjoy- 
hing ments, is Health : And who is more like- 


very ly to obtain this, than the Religious Man? 
ver, For will not Temperance, Sobriety and 
eſe Virtue, (Duties which he practiſes) con- 
how duce more to a ſound and vigorous Con- 
„ a ſtitution of Body, than Surfeiting and 
t hi Drunkenneſs, Luſt and Intemperance 
o he] the miſchievous Effects of which are too : 
one, | viſible to be denied? Who hath Woe? Provacxiii, 4 iM 
willl © -ſaid Solomon, who hath Sorrow ? who hath 29, 3. i 
will! Contentions ? who hath Babbling ? who bath 
ion; Mounds without Cauſe ? who hath Redneſs 
and of Eyes? They that tarry long at the Wine, 
bea. they that go to ſeek mixed Wine, What Sick- 
cher naeſs and Diſeaſes have ſome brought upon 
(be. : themſelves, merely by their Exceſſes and 
can- | Debaucheries! Diſeaſes, which have not 
with | -terminated with their own Lives, bur 
. 3 6 have 
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: The Great Importance. 


have been . entailed upon their unbappy 
Poſterity ! And how can it be otherwiſe, 
unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to change the 


Nature of Things? For if Men will run 


into thoſe Exceſſes, which inflame and 3 
corrupt their Blood, it is no Wonder if | | 
a Fever or Dropſy, or ſome . more fata! 
| Diſtemper, proceed from ſuch Diſorders : 


and when a vicious and debauched. Parent 
has brought Rottenneſs.into his own Bones, 


though the Children may be free from the | : 


Vices of their Father, yet they many times 


feel the miſchievous Effects of his Tranſ- | 


greſſions all their Lives. 5 
3. Again, a chearful and contented Mind 


bs. another great Bleſſing of Life; for 
-withour it nothing in this. World can make 


us happy: and where ſhall a Man obtain 


this, but in the Practice of Religion? 


That will teach bim to reſign his Will to 
God, to ſubmit to all the Diſpenſations of 
his Providence, and to be patient and 
eaſy, chearful and ſatisfied under every 
Diſappointment. and Trouble he meets 


with; as knowing that God is the ſove- 


reign Diſpoſer of all Things; a Being of 
infinite Goodneſs, Kindneſs and Love; 
1 


| of a RELIGHous LI r. 39 
py | that does not willingly afflics the Children of 
le, | Men, but makes every Thing work together 
the | for good to them that love him. And how 
un | quiet, eaſy and contented muſt. ſuch a 
nd | Man be under all Events! He has learn 
cif | ed with St. Paul, how to abound, and how 
tal zo want; and as he is not puffed up with 
'S: | the one, ſo neither is he caſt down, when 
nt it pleaſes God to ſend the other, but 
es, goes through the World with a chearfuh, 
he | even, and contented Mind, undiſturbed by 
es | that Inquietude, Impatience, and Diſcon- 
A- | tent, which a proud, envious and ambitious 
Man is ſeldom, if ever, free from. 
nd 4. Peace is another great Bleſſing, bigh- 
or ly conducive to the Happineſs of Life: 

in 


and this is what the religious Man has 


n | the juſteſt Claim to. He conſiders, that 
? | if God fo loved us, as to fend his Sen to ber John iv- 
o | the Propitiation for our Sins, we ought alſo 107 11. 
f | to love one another: and therefur he is 
d | an Enemy to no Man, but kind and good- 
y | natured, and obliging to all; and if any 
Ss [one is fo unreafonable, as to reward him 
> | evil for good, (as the Pſalmiſt complains 
f „ ſome had done to himſelf) yet, in Imitati- 
on of his Bleſſed e ( whoſe· Example 
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The Great Importance 


he continually ſets before him) he doe; 
good to them that hate him, and prays for 
them that deſpitefully uſe him and perſecute 
him. When he is reviled, he reviles not 


again; when he ſuffers, he threatens not, | f 
but committeth himſelf to him that judęetb 


righteouſly. He reſolves, as St. Paul ad- 


viſes, to put away all Bitterneſs, and 


Wrath, and Anger, and Clamonr, and Evil- 
ſpeaking, with all Malice; and endea- 
vours to attain that Wi/dom which 

from above, which is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreat- 
ed, full of Mercy and good Fruits. And 
this Principle of Love, and Charity, 
and good Will to Mankind, as it renders 
the Mind quiet and eaſy, calm and com- 
poſed ; ſo it makes a Man not only hap- 
py himſelf, but a Bleſſing and Comfort to 
all about him: and conſequently attracts 


the Love, and Eſteem, and Admiration of 


all thoſe that ſee and feel the kind and 
benign Influences of ſo divine a Temper. 


Great Peace, ſays the Pſalmiſt, have they 


which love thy Law, and nothing ſhall of- 
fend them. And the Prophet affures us, 
That the Work of * ſhall be 


Peace, 


2 x, 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Qui- 


etneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 


But now, on the other Hand, the Life 


of an angry and revengeful Man is all 
over Storm and Tempeſt: he is ke all. lvii. 
_ troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe*©® 
Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt. He is a 


Stranger to Peace, and all the bleſſed 


Fruits and Effects of it: for where En- Jam. iii, 
vying and Strife is, there is Confuſi fon and "0: 

every evil Mork. His Mind is continually | 
reſtleſs and uneaſy, agitated to and fro 


with the violent Force of unruly- Paſſions, 


which lead him on from one Evil to ano- 
ther, and hurry him many times into 


thoſe that are of a very miſchievous 


Conſequence. What Miſery and Tor- 
ment muſt a Man feel, who is poſſeſſed 
with a Spirit ſo directly contrary to that 


of the Goſpel! How little can he taſte 
of 4he true Happineſs of Life, whoſe 
Mind is always diſordered and out of 


Tune! He may perhaps poſſeſs a great 


deal of the World, but can enjoy very 
little of it: For what Comfort can he 
find from any Thing in this World, who 


has no Peace in his own Mind; who is 


at 
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at Enmity with himſelf, and with almoſt 
every one elſe, and is capable of being put 


out of Humour by every trifling croſs 


Accident? Is it poſſible for a Man of ſuch 
a Temper to be happy, even in the midſt 
of the greateſt Enjoyments ? No certain- 
ly; it is the meek-ſpirited, that our Sa- 


viour hath pronounced Bleſſed : They ha 
inherit the Earth; and be refreſhed, as the 


Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, in the Multitude of Peace, 
and ſhall find a real Comfort in whatever 
they have ; which (though it ſhould hap- 


pen to be but little) yet being enjoyed in 


Peace and Quiet, and with a contented 


Mind, will undoubtedly yield them a 
much greater and truer Satisfaction, than 
a Man of a contrary Diſpoſition can 
reap from large Poſſeſſions and ample Re- 


venues. 


pect and hope for; than the latter. 


5. I ſhall mention but one Advantage g 
more which a good Man has above a + 
wicked one, as to this World; and that 
is in reſpe& of Auliful and obedient Chil- 
dren : which is allowed by all to be a great 
Bleſſing in itſelf, and is what, I think, the 
former has a much greater Reaſon to ex- 
For 
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them miſerable both here and hereafter. 


row to the Grave; how much rather 


of a R.E:L-I'G 1 ous LIFE. 
if it--pleaſes God to bleſs a good Man 
with Children, he begins. very early to 
inſtil into their tender Minds the Princi- 
ples of Virtue and Religion; he teaches 
them to remember their Creator in the Days 
of their Youth, and brings them up in the 
Fear and Admonition of the Lord. He 
ſets before them the Example of a holy 
and religious Life; and endeavours to 
wean them from the Pride and Vanity of 
the World, and from thoſe hurtful Luſts 
and Paſſions, which tend only to make 


He inſtructs them in that Knowledge, 
which is Uſeful and Profitable, which 
will give them a right Underſtanding of 
themſelves and of their Duty, and make 
them wiſe. unto Salvation: and when the. 
Grace of God co- operates with theſe En- 
deavours, (as it will not fail to do) 
what comfortable Hopes may not ſuch a 
Parent entertain of reaping the happy 
Fruits of all his Labours ? inſtead of look- 
ing upon his Children with Grief and 
Trouble, and having his grey Hairs, by 
their means, brought dawn with Sor- 


Houſpold after him,- and 


The Great Importaic? 


may he expect to behold them with Plea- 
ſure and Delight, when he ſees them as 
ſo many Olive- Branches round about hi; 
Table, fruitful in every good Work, and 
increaſing 3 in the Knowledge and Love of 
God? 

There is no one, I believe, but will 
allow, that this is the moſt likely Way 
a Man can take to be happy in his Chil- 
dren: and though it ſhould not prove 


effectual, (for Succeſs is not in our own 


Power) yet this he may be ſure of, 


that his pious and ſincere Endeavours to 


train up his Children in a ſober, honeſt 
and religious Courſe of Life, will cer- 
tainly recommend him to the Favour 
and Love of God; as is manifeſt from 
the great Regard God expreſſed for Abra- 


Gen. xviii. ham on this very Account. Aud the 
171819: Lord ſaid, ſhall 1 bide from Abrabam 


that thing which 1 do; ſeeing that Abrabam 
Hall ſurely become a great and mighty 
Nation, and all the Nations of the Earth 
Shall be bleſſed in him? For I know him, 
that. he will command his Children and his 


Way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Fudg- 
” ment; 


they ſhall keep tbe 
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ment; that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which he hath ſpoken of him. 
This is a great Encouragement to Pa- 
rents, to be very careful in the Education 
of their Children: they are making Pro- 


viſion for their own Happineſs, at the 


ſame time that they are endeavouring to 
| ſecure that of their Children. They are 
laying up in Store a good Foundation of 
Comfort againſt the Day of Trouble, if 
it ſhould ever come upon them; I mean, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God, that they ſhould 
live to ſee their Children wicked and mi- 
ſerable, notwithſtanding all the Endea- 
vours they have uſed to make them o- 
therwiſe. They will then have the Com- 
fort to conſider, that they are clear 
from the Guilt of their Children's Sins : 
and will be free from thoſe bitter Re- 
flections that a wicked Man muſt make, 
who ſees his Children ruined and un- 


done by thoſe Vices and Follies, which his 


Example hath taught them, or his Care - 
leſſneſs and Neglect ſuffered them to fall 


into. Bitter Reflections, I ſay, they muſt 


undoubtedly be, that ſuch a parent will 


_ when he conſiders, that he has his 


- Children's 
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Children's Sins as well as his owr to 
account fur, and applies to himſelf (as 


he juſtly may) thoſe dreadful Words, 
which God ſpake to the Prophet Ezekiel: 


When 1 ſay unto the Wicked thou ſhalt 
ſurely die, and thou giveſs him not warn- 


ing, nor fpeakeſl to warn the wicked from 
his wicked Way, to fave his Life, the fame 
wicked Man ſhall die iu his Imquity; but 
his Blood will I require at thy Hands. 0 


terrible Words of moſt juſt Judgment! 


How dreadful muſt they ſound in the Ears | 
of a wicked Parent, whoſe Children have | 
periſhed through his Fault! | 


T have now conſidered ſome of thols 


Duties to which Religion obliges us, and 
endeavoured to ſhew how conducive they 
are to our temporal Happineſs : . by 
which, [ hope, it ſufficiently appears, how 
much good Men have the Advantage of | 
the Wicked even as to this World. 5 
And here I cannot but take notice of 


the wonderful Love of God to Man- 


kind, in that, to encourage our Obedi · 
ence to his Laws, he has annexed a pre- 


ſent as well as future Reward to a good 


Life, and has fo interwoven our Duty and 


Happineſs 


e 


; 


of a RELIGIOUS L1FE. 


Happineſs together, that while we are diſ- 


charging our Obligations to the one, we 


are at the ſame time making Proviſion for 


the other. 

How much then do they derogate from 
the Honour of God, who repreſent Re- 
ligion as an unprofitable and unpleaſant 


Taſk! When it is plain to any Man, 
that conſiders Things rightly, and is not 


under the Prejudice of his Luſts and 


Paſſions, that the great Deſign of Reli- 


gion is to make ys happy here, as well 


as hereafter ; - that all it's Rules and Pre- 
cepts are moſt admirably ſuited to this 


End : and, would Men be perſuaded to 
live in the Practice of them, we ſhould 


find this World a kind of Heaven upon 
Earth, 


Had the Practice of our Duty been 5 


ver ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and had no- 


thing but Trouble and Miſery been the 


.Lot of good Men in this World; yet. 
when we conſider, that this Life will. 


ſhortly have an End, and that there | Is an 


eternal Weight of Glory reſerved in Hea- 
ven for thoſe that truly love and ſerve 
God; what © wiſc Man would not 5 
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The Great Importance 
the rugged Paths of Virtue and Religion, 
which he knows will ſhortly lead him in- 
to an Eternity.of Bliſs and Happineſs, be- 


fore the Ways of Sin and Wickedneſs, (how |} 
pleaſant ſoever he might find them) where 


he is in Danger every Moment of falling 
into the Pit of Deſtruction, and which he 
is ſure, will in a little Time bring him in- 
to a Place of endleſs Miſery and Torment! 

But ſince there is nothing in Religion, 


but what tends to make our Lives eaſy, 
chearful and contented'; nothing but what 


is ſuitable to our Natures, and agreeable 
to the Dictates of right Reaſon ; nothing 


but what will ennoble our Minds, enlarge 
our Underſtandings, and inſpire us with a 


generous Principle of univerſal Love, and 


Charity and good Will to Mankind; in 


ſhort, ſince the Commands of God are not 


grievous, but his Yoke is eaſy, and his Bur- 
then light; it manifeſtly follows, that, as 
a good Life is the higheſt Wiſdom, ſo a 
wicked one is the R of F my yoke ; 


Madneſs, | 


A PRAYER. 


Fa RELIGIOUS LIFE, 


OOO NOR 


APRAYER. 
2. o | 
E Th Moſt gracious God, who, out 
O 


of thy great Love and tender 
Regard for Mankind, haſt ſet 


F< 
before us Life and Death, 


Bleſſing and Curſing; and haſt endued 


us with a Freedom of Will, and a Li- 


berty to chooſe the one, and avoid the 
other; and to encourage us to make a 
right Choice, haſt annexed a preſent, 


as well as future Reward to our Obedi- 
ence to thy Laws, and made the Ways 


of Religion Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
all it's Paths to be Peace: O give me 


Wiſdom and Underſtanding, that I may 
not be carried away by the deceitful Plea- 
ſures of this World, but may ſee and 
know, and chooſe the things which make 
for my Peace, and wherein my true and 
only Happineſs does conſiſt, 

Convince me more and more, that Sin 
is the greateſt of all Evils; that Guilt 
and Miſery are always inſeparable, and 


that there is no fold and ſubſtantial Hap- . 


1 pineſs 


The Great e 


pineſs to be attained in this Life, but what 


reſults from the Teſtimony of a good 


Conſcience, and the Hopes of thy Fa- 
vour and Acceptance: and grant that 
theſe momentous Truths may be ſo deep- 
ly impreſſed upon my Mind, that I may 


make it the ſincere Endeavour of my 


whole Life to pleaſe and obey Thee, 
who art my ſovereign Good and Happi- 


neſs ; the only ſure Foundation of all my 
Hopes both here and hereafter ; and in 
Compariſon of whoſe Favour, all the 
Honours, Riches and mn of this 


World are as nothing. 
Deliver me, I beſeech Thee, from the 


Shame and Anguiſh, the, Horror and 
Confuſion of a Guilty Conſcience; and 


give me that Comfort and Complacency 
of Mind, which ariſes from the Conſci- 


_ ouſneſs of having been faithful in thy 
Service, and obedient to thy Will. And 
ſince thou haſt been, graciouſly pleaſed 
to make thy Service the moſt perfect 


Freedom, and the Practice of our Duty 


ſo conducive to our preſent as well as fu- 
ture Well-being; O! make me ſtedfaſt . 
and impvente in the Ways of thy 


Laws, 


of a REL1G10Uus LIE. 51 
Laws, and in the Works of thy Com- 
mandments; that having faithfully, ſerved 
Thee in this Life, I may at laſt be found 
meet to be a Partaker of the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light, through the 
ſole Merits and Interceſſion of our Eter- 
nal Advocate and Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt, 

Amen. 1 : 
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in this World; the only Thing that can 


The Great Importance 


| Great mig portance | 
OF A 


RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
eee 


n u. 


N the forego going Chaprer, I 


Ai be endeavoured ta ſhew, 
SB that Religion is the only ſo- 
hd Foundation of Happineſs 


make us paſs the Fime of our Pilgri- 


mage here on Earth, with any tolerable 


Eaſe and Comfort. I ſhall now proceed, 
in the next Place, to conſider the great 
Advantage of a good Life, from the com- 
fortable Proſpect It Lakes us when we come 


to die. 
Aud 


Yo 1 
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And this is an Advantage peculiar to 
Virtue and Religion, and what a Life of 
Sin and Wickedneſs never. pretended to. 
The moſt which That promiſes its Vota- 
ries, is to regale their Senſes for a little 
While: it gives them no Hopes beyond the 
Grave, nor aims at any Thing farther than 
a ſhort-lived Happineſs. V ben a wicked Prov. xi. 
Man dieth, his Expeftation ſhall periſh. 7- . 
For what is the Hope of the Hypocrite, Job xxvii, 
though be hath gained all that this World 8. 
can give him, when God taketh away his 
Soul ? All his Enjoyments are then at an 
End, and thoſe Schemes upon which he 
has built his Happineſs, will vaniſh and 


1 | © come to nothing. But with a good Man 
3 it is far otherwiſe. He looks beyond 
4 , this preſent Life, and beholds with an Eye 
5 of Faith the heavenly Jeruſalem, the City 
n | of #he living God: that Place of endleſs 


Bliſs and Happineſs, which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him. In the 
Hopes and Expectation of this Happineſs, 
he conſiders himſelf as a Pilgrim and 
Stranger upon Earth, and is daily endea- 
. vouring, through the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Holy Spirit, by a Life of Virtue and 
D 2 _ Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, to become meet to be a 
Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light. 

It muſt indeed be 1 that Dear! h is 
the great King of Terrors; that the Diſſo- 
lution of Soul : and Body, and the Thoughts 
of becoming a Prey to the devouring 
Worms, carries in it ſomething very ſhock- 
ing to human Nature : Yet to a good Man, 


Death appears in a quite different View. He 
_ conſiders, that to leave this World is only 


to quit a Place of Trouble and Vexation, 


of Vanity and Emptineſs : it is to leave a 


barren and dry Wilderneſs, where no Water 


zs, for the delightful Regions of Bliſs and 


Happineſs, where are Rivers of Plea- 
ſure, and a never ceaſing Spring of end- 
leſs Comfort, which will ſatisfy the moſt 
longing Deſires of the Soul. He conſi- 
ders, that though this earthly Tabernacle is 
diſſolved, yet he has a Building of Cod, a 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens: And is aſſured with Fob, that 
his Redeemer liveth, and that be ſhall ſtand 
at the latter Day upon the Earth; and tho? 
after bis Skin, Worms deftroy this Body, yet 
in his Fleſh fhall he fee God, whom be ſpall 


fee 


Er dd 
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' fee for himſelf, and his Eyes ſhall behald, 

and not another's. | 
; This is what Religion promiſes to 
them, wwho by patient Continuance in well- 


doing, feek for Glory and Honour, and Im- 
mortality. And it is the Hopes and Expec- 
tations of this unſpeakable Happineſs that 
| _ fortify the Mind of a good Chriſtian, 
and give him a Courage and Reſolution, 
[ which even Death itfelf ſhall not be able 
f to ſhake. 
5 It was this that gave holy David ſuch 
| a firmneſs of Mind as made him fay, 
Though 1 walk through the Valley of the Pl. xxiii. 
Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; for * 
thou art with me, thy Rod, and thy Staff 
comfort me. He had made God his Por- 
tion, his Hope and his Truſt : The Lord, —xviii.1, 
fays he, is my ſtony Rock, and my Defence, 
my Ken hur, my God, and my Might, in 
; whom I will truſt, my Buckler, the Horn 
| alſo of my Salvation. And though we 
FF find him ſometimes complaining, hat the 
Sorrows of Death had compaſſed him, and 
. the Overflowings of Ungodlineſs made him 
afraid; that the Pains of Hell came about 
him, and the Snares of Death overtook Bim; 
D 2 1 
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yet the great Confidence he had in the 
Goodneſs and Love of God, and the firm 
Belief of a better Life after this, over- 
pf. xvii. came all his Fears. I bad fainted, ſays 
12 he, but that 1 verily believe to ſee the 


Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the 
Living. 


Men in all Ages: It is certain, whoever 
leans upon any thing elſe will find, that 
i be truſts to a broken Reed, which will 
bend under him. There is nothing (as I 
have obſerved in the former Chepter) 
but the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of the Favour and Love 
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der the Weight and Preſſure of any great 
Calamity; much leſs will any thing elſe 
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then we ſhall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this World, of all 
thoſe things in which we are now apt to 
place fo great a Confidence: And unleſs 
we are fortified with the Shield of Faith, 
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leſs we have put on. the Lord Jeſus, and 


are clothed with the Robes of his Righ- 
e 


Religion has been the : Support of 8883 


of God, that is able to bear a Man up un- 


be ſufficient at the Hour of Death, For 


aud the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſueſs 3 un- 


AKA > 
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; ; teouſneſs, we ſhall be left naked and de- 
| fenceleſs, to encounter Death with all its 
| Terrors. The Sinner, however he may 
| now truſt in the Multitude of his Riches, 


| and frengthen himſelf in bis Witkedneſs, 
mi.uſt then let go all his Dependencies, and 
deeſcend into the Regions of Darkneſs 
without Hope, and (what is yet more 
J terrible) with dreadful Expectations, Os 
what infinite Moment is it then to us all, 
ſeo to live, that when the Time appointed 
for our great Change ſhall come, we may 
meet Death without Fear and Afﬀotiiſh- 
ment, and with an humble Confidence, may 
_look up to God in an aſſured Hope of his 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. _ 

A good Life is the ſure Pledge of a 
happ y Death. As it fills our Minds with 
"Tor: 12 Satisfaction, while we live, far 
ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures of ſenſual En- 
Joyments; ſo, when we come to die, it 
gives us that Peace of God which haſſeth 4 

Duderſtanding. When a Man in his lat 

Four can look back upon a Life well 

| ſpent, and can ſay with King Hezekiab, 

_ Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee , Wink. 
| | bow I hae walked before this in Truth, Xxxvill.. 
ZE VVV 
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and with a perfect Heart, and have done 
that which is good in thy Sight; what an 
unſpeakable Satisfaction muſt it be to him 
How mild and calm will Death then ap- 


pear, and with how little Concern will he 
receive its Summons? With what Chear- 


fulneſs will he then take leave of this 
World, and all that was dear to him in it; 


and how contentedly will he quit his 


earthly Tabernacle, when he conſiders, that 
he is to exchange it for a Building of God, a 


Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 


Heavens! I ſay, what an unſpeakable 
Comfort muſt it be to a dying Man, when 


he is entering into the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, to have before him à bright 


Proſpect of Life and Glory; to find the 
Light of God's Countenance ſhining upon 
his Mind, and the Comforts of his Holy 
Spirit chearing and refreſhing his Soul; 
to be able to look up to God with a fili- 


al Confidence, and with a. Hope full of 


Glory and Immortality, to reſign his Soul in- 
to the Hands of his Maker; not doubting, 
but his heavenly Father, whom he has 
faithfully ſerved in this World, will take 
Care of him, and reward him in the next; 

and 


SS 
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and that the ſame infinite Power and 
Goodneſs, that has carried him ſafe through 
this Vale of Tears and Miſery, will con- 
duct him in his Paſſage to a bleſſed Eter- 
nity ! O! how far more happy muſt the 
' Death of ſuch an one be, than the moſt 

|  envy'd State of the greateſt Mortal! Who 
': would not wiſh 1% die the Death of the 
} Righteous, and that his laſt End may be like 
his ? Eſpecially, 
If we conſider, in the next Plate” the 
miſerable Condition of a wicked Man, 
when he comes to die. But how ſhall I 
deſcribe the Agonies and Convulſions of 
Mind that a deſpairing Sinner labours 
under in his laſt Hour! Who can expreſs. 
the thouſandth Part of the Anguiſh and 
Torment that he feels, who is under the 
Terrors of Death and Damnation! The Prov. 
Spirit of a Man, ſays Solomon, will ſuſ- uli 
tain his Infinmity; but a wounded Spirit 
| - who can bear? The moſt exquilite Pains 
| and Torments of the Body, are nothing 
comparable to what a dying Sinner feels, 
from the Laſhes of his guilty Conſcience. 
With what Shame and Confuſion does he 
j then Took back upon the Actions of his 
D 5 paſt 
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amazed: at the Sight of thoſe Sins, which 
were once the darling Objects of his guil- 
ty Deſires ; and what an horrible Dread 


overwhelms his Mind, when he conſiders, 


that he is entering upon that unchangeable 
State, from which he knows there is no 
Redemption; that he is going to give an 
Account of a Life, which he cannot think 
upon without Horror and Amazement, and 
for which he is juſtly afraid he ſhall in a 
few Moments be conſigned to endleſs Mi- 


ſery and Torments! How does he con- 


demn himſelf, when he conſiders that he 
has ſpent that Time wickedly and inſig- 
nificantly, which was given him, for noble 
and excellent Purpoſes z that he has, neg- 
lected the great and important Work of 
his Salvation, and been deaf to all the Calls 
and Invitations of God's holy Spirit; that 
inſtead of laying up in. Store a good Foun- 
dation, of Hope and Comfort againſt t the 
Day of Trouble, which is now come upon 
1. he has heaped up to himſelf a dread- 
ful Load of Guilt, which is ready to fink. 


him with its intolerable Wee HET 
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0 wretched Man, what wouldeſt thou 
give (were it in thy Power) to recall thoſe 


precious Moments, which thou haſt la- 


viſhed away in Sin and Vanity! How 
doſt thow wiſh: that thou hadft” known in 
time the Things that belong to thy Peace! 
But alas! they are now hid from thine 


Eyes, and nothing is left but Darkneſs and 


Deſpair. 

But let us ſuppoſe the Lit of « dying 
Perſon not to have been ſo flagrant and 
vicious, as to fill his Mind with ſuch black 
and deſpairing Thoughts: Yet, if upon 


the Review of it in his laſt Hour, he 


finds in it fuch a Mixture of Good and 


Evil, that he is in great Doubts. and Per- 


plexities concerning his eternal Welfare, 
Now fad” and diſconſolate muſt his Con- 
dition even then be! And what a dread- 
ful Concern will he labour under, when he: 
conſiders that he is leaving this. World, 

and going he knows not whither; that he 
is juſt: launching out into the boundleſs. 


Ocean of Eternity, and knews not but 


the Moment he does ſo, he may ſink in- 
to the terrible Abyſs of endles Miſery: 


and Torment! It is, without all Queſti- 
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on, a moſt uncomfortable Thing to be 


_ doubtful of a Matter, of which it ſo near- 


ly concerns us to have ſome reaſonaule At 
{urance. | 

O! that Men mould be pendelt feri- 
ouſly to think of theſe Things ; that they 


would ge wiſe and conſider their latter 


End; and as the P/almiſt adviſes, would 
keep Inmocency, and take heed to the Thing 
that is right, for that, and that only, ſhall 


bring a Man Peace at the laſt. And who 


is there ſo ſtupid, that would not wiſh for 


ſo invaluable a Bleſſing? what wiſe Man 


would not rather ſubmit to the worſt that 


could befall him here in a hort Life, than 


run the leaſt Riſque of going out of this 
World under the Terrors of a guilty Con- 


{cience? It is (whatever thoſe, who are 


carried away by their Luſts and Paſſions, 


may think to the contrary,) it is the ut- 


moſt Wiſdom of Man to prepare for his 
_ End, by conducting himſelf accord- 


ng to the Will of his great Creator: For 


i is certain, however ſome may. flatter 
themſelves, there 1s no leaving this World, 
with any tolerable Compoſure, unleſs our 
Lives have been ſuch, as through the ten- 
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been wiſe in Time; I ſay, ſince God has 
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She Mercies of God, and the Merits of | 


Chriſt Jeſus, we may reaſonably hope 
that we are in the Number of thoſe, whom 
our great Judge ſhall at the laſt Day pro- 
nounce Bleſſed. But this is only the Lot 


and Portion of the Righteous : for how 
can any one, whoſe Life has been a di- 
rect Contradiction to the Will of God, 
entertain any reaſonable Hopes of his Fa- 
vour? For though he ſhould, perhaps, 


when he ſees Death approaching, lament 
and bewail the Folly of his paſt Life, and 


doit h ſtrong Crying and Tears reſolve upon 


a new Courſe of Life, if it ſhould pleaſe 


God to ſpare him ; yet ſince the Goſpel 
has no where aſſured us, that God will 


accept of a Death- bed Repentance, or be 
reconciled to a Sinner, who, after he has 
lived a wicked and careleſs Life, and 
been deaf to all the Calls and Invitations 
of the Holy Spirit, the Threatnings of 
the Goſpel, and the Checks of his own 
Conſcience, ſhall at the laſt, when he is 


able to gratify his Luſts no longer, and 
begins to fear the ſad Demerit of his Sins, 


cry out for Mercy, and wiſh that he had 
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no where revealed, that he will accept of 
any Repentance which is not followed by 
| a thorough Change and Amendment of 

Life, and a ſincere Obedience to his Com- 
mandments; and fince it is impoſſible for 
a dying Sinner to bring forth ſuch Fruits of 
Repentance, how unſatisfactory muſt the 
Hopes be, that are built e 1 uncertain 
a Foundation 
Tis true, to repent is all des Mao; 
who has led a wicked Life, can do, when 
he comes to die: and it would be well for 
his own. Sake, and for the Sake of 'his 
forrowful Friends and Relations, that he: 
would do thus much; and not go out 
of the World hardened and inſenſible; 
(for who knows how far inſinite Mercy 
may be extended ?) But ſurely, it muſt 
be allowed! te be the greateſt Inſtance of 
Folly and Madneſs, to venture a Mat- 
ter of ſuch infinite Moment upon fo un- 
certain an Iſſue; upon a few broken, 
confuſed, and. almoſt deſpairing Sighs 
and Groans, For if the dying Agonies and: 
Horrors, the ſolemn Vows and Reſolu- 
tions of ſuch Men ſhould not prove a true 
gol y Sorrow, 4 Repentence 10 Salvation 
as 
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not to be repented of, (as no Man living 
can ſay, they certainly will) they are loft 
and undone to all Eternity. 

But ſuppoſe we eould be aſſured, that 
| 2 Death-bed Repentance would be effec- 
tual ; yet who can tell, whether a Man. 
may have Time for that Work, in the 


Hour of Death? Or if he could be certain, 


that a lingering Sickneſs would put an 
End to his Days; yet how does he know, 
that God will then vouchſafe him the 
Grace of Repentance ! and without That, 
it is impoſſible he ſhould repent. O. 
how much rather may ſuch an one fear, 
leſt God ſhould be fo provoked. by his 
many wilful Refuſals to hearken to the 


Calls and Admonitions of the Holy Spi- 


röt, as to cut ſhort his Day of Grace, and 
deliver him over to a hardened and re- 
probate Mind! 

The Scriptures aſſure us, there is a 
Time when Men ſhall call upon God, and 


he will not hearken : Becauſe 1 baus called, Prov. i. 
and ye refuſed; I have flretched ont my 24, Ce. 


Hund, and no Man regarded: But ye have 


— at nought all my Counſel, and would: 
naue of my Reproof : 1 alſa will laugh at 


0 Jour 


The Great Importance 


your Calamity, 1 will mock when _ 


Fear cometh 5 when your Fear cometh as 
Deſolation, and your Deftruftion cometh as 
a Whirlwind; when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh 
cometh upon you : Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I will not anſwer ; they fhall ſeek 
me early, but they ſhall not find me: For 
that they hated Knowledge, and did not 
chnſe the Fear of the Lord; they would 
none of my Counſel : they deſpiſed all my 
Reproof ; therefore ſhall they eat of the 
Fruit of their own Way, and be filled with 


_ their own Devices. The End of the Long- ; 


. ſuffering and Forbearance of God, is 10 
lead Men to Repentance: but if, inſtead 
of that, it only hardens them in their 


Sins, and makes them refolve to go on 


in their wicked Courſes, vainly preſum- 


ing they ſhall repent, * when they come 


to die ; how juſt may it be in God to- 
leave them at their laſt Hour under all 
the Terrors and Agonies of a fearful 
Death; zo laugh at their Calamity, and io | 

mock when their Fear cometh ! | 
O] confider this, all ye that forget God, 
left he pluck you away, and there be none to 
deliver ye ; conſider it in due Time, be- 
fore 
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fore it is too late, before the dreadful 
Hour comes upon you, when all Oppor- 


tunities of reconciling yourſelves to your 
offended God ſhall be taken from you, 


and the Door of Hope ſhall be for ever 


ſhut. Lay aſide your Paſſions for a little 


while, and liſten to the Threatnings of 
God's Holy Word, the Admonitions of 


his bleſſed Spirit, and the Checks of your 


own Conſciences, Be perſuaded to ſet 
about the great Work of your Salvation, 


to Day, while it is called to Day, before 


the Night cometh, when no Mau can work. 
Remember, that though you are now, 


perhaps, in Health and Strength; in 


the Prime and Vigour of your Years ; 
ſurrounded with the Pleaſures of a great 


and ſplendid Fortune; yet the Time is 


coming, and (whether you think of it or 
not) will haſten on apace, when you 
muſt take your Leave of all that is deſir- 
able upon Earth; and nothing will then 
ſtand you in any Stead, but a good Con- 
ſcience; neither Honours, nor Riches, 
nor any thing elſe that Men are now ſo 


fond of, will then be able to give you 


one Moment's Eaſe, or afford you one 


I comfort- 
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comfortable Thought; nothing 


will be 


then regarded but the Conſciouſneſs of 
having in ſome Meaſure anſwered the 


End' for which God ſent you 


into the 


World; of having lived in the Fear and 


Love of God, and in Simplicity, 


and god- 


ty Sincericy, bad your Converſation in this 


W orld. 


Be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt ; 


It was this that made St. Paul deſire 10 


for he 


had fought a good Fight, and finiſhed bis 
Courſe, and kept the Faith : and therefore 
he could ſay with great Aſſurance, when 
the Time of his Departure was at hand, that 
there was laid up for bim a Crown of 
Righteouſueſs, which the Lord, the righ- 


teaus Fudge, ſhould give bim at that Day. | 
And it was this that made a late pious 


* Divine of our Church, when he was 
near his Death, utter theſe remarkable 
Expreſſions, * I am entering upon my 
1 "lat Labour; the Lord gave, ang he 


© is now taking away, bleſſed be the 


£ Name of the Lord: For I thank my 


0 God, 1 am going without any 


Diſtruſt, 


* Mr, Kettlewell ; fer the mw to bis fue _ 


a publifped fence bis Death. , 
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without the leaſt Miſ-giving, to a 
Place of Reſt, and Joy, and everlaft- 
ing Bliſs: there is no Life like a happy 
8 I have endeavoured, even 
from my Youth, to approve my a 
faithful Servant to my great Maſter : I 
have taken ſome Pains in writing ſeve- 
ral Books; I have ſeriouſly conſidered 
them, and am fully fatisfied (looking 
on thoſe about him) that you may find 
in them the Way to Heaven; the 


' Chriſtian Duties contained therein have 


been my Practice, as well as Study, 
© and now I find the Advantage of it ; 
© and therefore be careful to read them 


often and ſeriouſly, and live ſuitably 
© thereunto, that when you come to the 


Condition I am now in, you may die 
with Comfort, as you ſee me do; I 
c have ſome little Pain indeed; but my 


c © Pain is nothing ſo extraordinary as my 


Hopes; for I have earneſtly repented 


6 of al all my Sins, and verily: believe, that 


through the tender Mercies of my God, 
and the Merits of my bleſſed Saviour 


* Jeſus Chriſt, 1 ſhall, be carried up into 


6 \ Abrakan” s Boſom.“ Alter which, it is 


ſaid, 


K 
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faid, he made this port Prayer. I wait, 
O God, for that everlaſting Reſt, which 
I want at preſent, but ſhall not long: | 
am ready, when thou, my God, cali- 
eſt for me, yet can ſtay with Patience 


A 


N . 


Ln 


beſt Time, and thy Pleaſure the beſt 
Pleaſure,? N | 
See here the End of a good Man; 


* 


how calm, how ſerene and comfortable is 


his Death? Is there any thing like this 
in the Caſe of a wicked Man, in the Hour 


of his Diſſolution? Alas! no: if you behold 


ſuch an one in his laſt Extremity, (unleſs 
he dies hardened and impenitent) you will 


hear little elſe but bitter Reflections, ſad 
Bewailings, wretched Upbraidings of him- 
ſelf for the Folly 


| and Madneſs of his 
paſt Life; and theſe ending in deſpairing 
Sighs and Groans, black and dreadful to 


| himſelf, and very terrible to all about 


him. May God, of his infinite Mercy, 
keep every- one from ſuch a dreadful 


Hour; and teach us all ſo to number our 


Days, as ts. apply our Hearts uno true 


Wiſdom : That Wiſdom, which will make 


us wiſe unto Salvation, and fill our Minds 
| with 


till thou pleaſeſt ; for thy Time is the 


of a RELIGIous LITE. 


with Comfort and Satisfaction, while we 
live; and, what is of infinitely more Va- 
lue, give us, when we come to die, that 
Peace of God which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding, through Feſus 8 our Lord. 


Amen. 


voc dec: cer e 000 
A PRAYER. 


. N ? Moft great and mighty God, 

Gf in whoſe Hands are the Iſſues 

ek 88 of Life and Death! Thou or- 

e dereſt all things by thy in- 

finite Power and Wiſdom, and haſt ap- 

pointed for all Men once to die, and after 

this ſhort Life is ended, haſt of thy infi- 

nite Goodneſs. provided for thy faithful 
Ii Servants, a State of endleſs Bliſs and Hap- 
I pineſs. O make me truly ſenſible of the 
| Frailty and Uncertainty of my Life, and 
teach me ſo to number my Days, that I 
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may apply my Heart unto true Wiſdom. 
Let not Death ever ſurprize me unawares, 
or find me in a State unprovided : But 
> | grant that I may live in ſuch a conſtant 
= Preparation for my latter End, that how 
| ſud- 
X 
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ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be pleaſed to 
take me out of this World, I may be 


found ready and prepared for that great 
Account, which I muſt one Day give be- 
fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt. Ena- 


ble me by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and 
Holy Spirit to finiſh the great Work of 
my Salvation, before the Night comes, 


when no Man can work, and to lay up a 
good Foundation of Hope and Comfort 
againſt. the Hour of my Death ; that, 
when the Time of my Departure ſhall 
come, I may look back upon a well-ſpent 
Life with Joy and Comfort, and may 
meet Death without Fear and Amaze- 
ment. 


Look upon me, O moſt gracious God, 
when the Time of my Diſſolution draws 


nigh, as a reconciled Father in Chrift 


Jeſus : Speak Peace unto my Conſcience, 
and ſay unto my Soul, I am the God of 
thy Salvation. Let not the cruel Enemy 
of Souls affrighten me with his Terrors; 
bur give hy Holy Angels Charge over 


me to keep me out of his Hands, and 
let the Comforts of thy Holy Spirit chear 


and refreſh my Soul, in its Paſſige chrough 
this 
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this Vale of T ears and Ny, to a hap- 
py Eternity. 

O Lord! leave me not to myſelf in 
that Time of Diftreſs, when J ſhall ſtand 
in ſo much need of Thee. Confirm my 
Faith, ſupport me in my dying Agonies, 
and forſake me not, when my Strength 
faileth. Let thy merciful Ears, O God, 
be then open to my Prayers; and ſpare 

me, O Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou moſt worthy Judge eternal ! ſuffer 
me not at my laſt Hour, through any 
Pains of Body or Weakneſs of Mind, to 
let go my Dependence upon Thee: But 
grant, O merciful Father, that with an 
humble Reliance on thy Mercies, and the 
infinite Merits of my dear Redeemer, and 
with an entire Submiſſion to thy bleſſed 
Will, I may chearfully reſign up my Soul 
into thy Hands, and may be willing and 
even deſirous to leave this World, when 
thou my God, in thy Went Wiſdom ſhall 
ſee it fitting. 

O Lord! let me never be ſeparated 
frm Thee: but grant that my Soul may 

be ſo united to Thee, who art the Ful- 


1 neſs 
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neſs of all Happineſs, by the ſtrongeſt 
Ties of Faith, Loye and Obedience z that 


| after a Life ſpent here in thy Service, I 


may dwell with Thee in Life everlaſting, 
and be received into thoſe Manſions of Eter- 
nal Bliſs and Glory, which Thou haſt pre- 
pared for them that truly love and fear 
Thee; through the Merits and for the 


ſake of thy beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our 


Lord and * STO, Amen. 
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0 fr ay | great Advantages of Religion, 
SS a they reſpect only our Well- 

being in this World, and our 
going comfortably out of it. But, as 


there are Advantages attending a good 


Life, infinitely beyond all that have been 
mentioned; namely, that it will entitle 
us, through the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, 
to an Inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, «nd that fadeth nor away ; 1 ſhall en- 


F. deavour 


. 


Itherto I have conſidered the 


The Great Importance _ 
deavour to ſhew in the laſt Place, that 
a ſerious and conſcientious Obſervance. of 
the Duties of Religion, will moſt certainly 
be rewarded with eternal Happineſs | in the 
Life to come. 7 
And here I ſhall not preſume ſo much 
as to aim at a Deſcription of that exceed- 
ing Weight of Glory, which God has re- 
ſerved for them that truly love him. In 
the Scripture, indeed, the Glories of the 
other World are repreſented to us, in 
Condeſcenſion to our weak Capacities, as 
a Kingdom, and a Crown, an eternal Kings - 
dom, and à never-fading Crown : But the 
State of the other World is a State ſo un- 
known to us, and ſo much above our im- 


perfect Conceptions, that we ſhall, never 
be able fully to comprehend it, till we. 
arrive at the actual Enjoyment of it, For 
though we know. that we ſhall. there ſee 


God, and the bleſſed Jeſus, Who loved 


Us, and gave kinſelf fer us, and. ſhall, to ; 


all Eternity enjoy Him, who is the. Source 
and Fountain of all Good; that, we ſhall 
there converſe . with. Saints and Angels, 
and for ever be ſinging Anthems of Praiſe 
to our r great Creator and Redeemex yet 

ow 
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how great the Pleaſure of this will be, 
and with what Extaſies and Raptures our 
Souls ſhall then break forth, when they 
taſte of that Fulneſs of Joy, which 
is in the Preſence of God for evermore, is 
what our. finite Underſtandings cannot 
poſſibly reach. This we may reſt aſſured 
of, that the Things which God has re- 
ſerved for them that love him, are 
ſuch, as neither Eye hath feen, nor Ear 


heard, neither hath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive. And as this 


is ſufficient for us at preſent, and as. 


much as we need. to know concern- 


ing this Matter; all curious Inquirtes 
into the Nature'of the Happineſs of the 
next Life, will be of little Uſe to us: 
They may fill our Heads with fine 
Speculations, but will ſignify little to di- 
rect our Practice. What we are more 
concerned to know, is, that our ſincere. 


Obedience to God's Commandments will 
certainly be rewarded with eternal Life and 


Happineſs. Of this, indeed, it is a Mat- 
ter of great Importance to us, to be well 
aſſured; that we may not be weary of 


well. doing, but may run with Patience Heb. xii. 
E 2 the l. 
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Phil. iii. the Nass that is ſet before us, and pogo w. 


14 · 


wards the Mark for the Prize of be _ 


Calling of God in Cbriſs en. 


There are ſome indeed (and a meet 
choly Conſideration it is that there are 


an ſuch) who would have us believe, 


that we die like the Beaſts that periſh, 


and that when we leave this World, 
there is an End of us. But theſe, upon 


Inquiry, I believe, will be always found 


to be fach, who firſt live as if there 


was no God, and then endeavour to per- 


ſuade themſelves and others, that there 


really is none; ſo that inſtead of regulat- 


ing their Practice by their Faith, they do 


moſt prepoſterouſly ſuit their Faith to 
their Manners. I ſhall not concern my- 


ſelf at preſent with theſe Men; my De- 


fign being chiefly for the Sake of thoſe, 


who believe the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Revelation of God's Will in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. And ſurely to ſuch it can 


be no doubt, but that in thoſe ſacred 
Writings we have eternal Life; and that 
the Performance of God's Command- 


ments is che certain Condition of obtain- | 
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LIadeed, natural Religion will teach us, 
not only that God is, but that be is a Re 


warder of them that diligently ſeek bim. 


But it has pleaſed God, of his great Good- 
neſs, not to leave us to the Light of Na- 


| ture, to find out this weighty Truth. 
The Rewards of another Life are fo ful- 
ly and clearly revealed in the Writings of 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles; and the 


Way to obtain them is there fo- plainly 


laid down, that there is no Room for any 


—_—_ or Uncertainty, about that Mat- 


Whatever dark or imperfect No- 


e the Fews, as well as Gentiles, had of 


a future State, it ia certain that Lift and 
Immortality is now brought to Light by the 
Goſpel; and we 
though when we die, our Bodies ſhall be 


laid in the cold Chambers of the Grave, 


and there become the Food of Worms, 
and moulder into Duſt: and Rottenneſs:; 


the World in Righteouſneſs, by tbat Man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof be hath 


82. given 


79 


may reſt aſſured, that 


Jet it will not be long &er this corruptible 1 Cor. xv, 
ſhall. put on Iucorruption, and this mortal 53 
ſoall put on Immortality. For God bath ap- Acts xvi. 
Pointed a Day, in the which he will: ugs 


80 
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given 1 unto all Men, in that he 
hath raiſed him from the Dead: A Day 


| 2Cor. v. wherein we muſe all appear before the Judę- 


bs 1 IS 


John v. 
28, 29. 


ment-ſeat of. Chriſt, that every one may re- 
ceive the Things dont in his Body, according 
to that he bath done, whether it be good or 
bed. And then all that are in their Graves 
ſhall hear bis Voice, aud ſball come forth : 


they that have done Good unto the Reſurrec- 
lion of Life, and they that bave done Evil, 
unto the Refurrettion of Damnation. 


| Whoever then believes the Goſpel, (as 


every one muſt, that lives under the. In- 


Auence of it, unleſs he is wretchedly 


blinded by his Luſts and Paſſions) can 


never doubt of theſe two great Articles of 


the Chriftian Religion, the Reſarrection of 


the Body and the Life everlaſiing.. The Poſ- 
Gbuity of the former has been made evi- 
dent by the Reſurrection of Jeſus: Chriſt 
from the Dead; and the. Certainty of the 
Jatter appears from the expreſs Revela- 


tions of God in the Holy Scriptures. 


Indeed the whole Tenor of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion ſufficiently proves it; every 


Precept of which tends to purify and re- 


fine our e. and to fit and Prepare 


us 
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us for the Sockety -of Saints ard Angels in 
another Life. The ple aſſures Us, 
that God bath not 'nppvinted-us to Wrath, 1Theſſ. v. 


but to obtain Salvation by our Loy Ig 9, 10. 


Chriſt, who died for us, thut we ſhould 

live together with him. And St. John tells 

us, that God ſo loved the World, that be John iii, 
gave bis only begotten Son, to the End that 6. 
all that believe in him foonld 1⁰⁰ Per , boy 
have everlaſtin Lifte. 


If then we believe, that- God i is inf 
nitely juſt and true, we can never doubt, 


but that, at the great Day of Rrtribution, 
He will render to-tvery Man according 7 his Rom. it. 
Deeds ; to them who by -patient Continy- © 7» 5,3 


ance in well-doing, ſce for Glory and Ho- 
nour and Immortality, e who is ub 
Itſelf and cannot hie, will” give eternal 
Liſe; but fo thim, 0b are ehnrenpton, 
and do "wot vey 15 Tynbb, but obey Uu- 
" righteouſneſs, he will pour forth Tndgnh- 
tion and Mratb, Tribulation un Anguiſb, 
upon every Son f Man that* doth" Evil, . * 
the Few firſt, and alſo of tht Gentile." 
Our Saviour, in his Expefition of the” 
Parable of the Tarte, tells ris, chat af tbe Matt. xiii. 


l End of 'the World, the Son of + Man Ball 40, 42. 


E 4 ſend 
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| fend farth bis Angels, and they ſhall gather 


out. of bis Kingdom all. Things that offend, 
and them which do Iniquity, and fhall-:caft 
them into a Furnace of Fire; there ſpall be 


wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. And fo 
in his Expoſition of the Parable of the 
Net in the ſame Chapter, he ſays, that at 


Ver. 49. the End of the-World, the Angels ſball come 


39% forth, and fever the Wicked from among 
the Juſt; and ball caſt tbem into the Fur- 
nace of Fire; there” ſhall be wailing and 
graſhing of Teeth. And ſo again we are 

Matt. xv. told by our Saviour, that when the Son of 

31, z Man fhall come in his Glory, and all the 


93» 3. holy Angels with him, then: Hall he ft upon 
the Throne of bis Glory, and before biin 


Hall be gathered all Nations,” and be bull 


ſeparate: them one from another, as @ Shep- 
herd diuideth bis Sheep" from -the Goats 
and be ſhall ſet ube Sheep! on his right - Hand, 
but the Goats; 0n the Left : then \ſhall be ſay, 
unto them. on' bis right Hand, Come, ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father, inherit tbe Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from ib Beginning of tbe 

Ver. 41. World But to them 0n+the- left: Hand; 
Diepart from me, y6 curſed, intu verlas- 


WY Fire, prepared ad * Devil and bis 


A gels. 
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Angels. 5 And theſe ſhall go away into ever Ver. 46. 
laſting Puniſbment, a the IE inte 
a eternal. N 5 

This, as it is a 0 uk tively Deſerip- 
tion of the awful Solemnity of that great 


and tremendous Day, [when the Son of Man Matt xvi, 


ſhall come in the. Glory of bis Father, with 27. 
his Angels, to judge the quick and the 


dead; ſo it is ſufficient -to ' Convince: us, 
that though without Holineſs, no. Man ſball Heb. xii, 

| ſee the. Lord, yet, that every one, who 14. 
believes the Goſpel, and ſincerely obeys 


the Precepts of it, ſhall. aſſuredly enter 


into the Kingdom of Heaven. This was N 2 


the very Purchaſe of Chriſt's: Blood, and 
the, End for which he was contented to be 
given up into the Hands of cruel Men, 
to be buffeted, ſpit upon, and evil- en- 
treated, and at laſt to ſuffer a cruel and 
ignominious Death upon the Croſs. He 
gave bimſelf for us, tbat he might redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and become the Author: of: 
eternal Salvation to all them that. abey bim. 


Though be was rich, t for our Sakes be 2 Cor. vii. 


became poor, that we. through his Poverty ꝰ . 


might be made rich. He was æα)ν] ad fer I. bu 6. 


our Tranſgrefſons,: be cas bruiſed fer our 
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. The Great Importance 


" Tniquities, the Chaſtiſement of our - Peace 


was upon him, and with his ets poo we 


ere healed. 
The Redemption of Mankind Was 


Ware a Deſign worthy the Son of God: 
Of ſo great Worth and Value in his Sight 


were the Souls of Men, that he eſteemed 


Ephel. ii. 


3 3, 19. 


2 Tim. iv. 


nothing too much, or too great, to ſuffer 
for their Sakes. He ſaw and pitied our 
Miſery, and knew that without-a Saviour 
we muſt be loſt for ever; and therefore 


condeſcended fo far, as to hymble him- | 


ſelf even to the Death upon the Croſs, 
for us miſerable Sinners, who lay in Dark- 


meſs, and the Shadow of Death, that he 
might make us the Children of God, and 


exalt us to everlaſting Life: So that, tho 
we were ſometimes afar off; yet being now 
made nigh by the Blood of Cbriſt, we are 


no more Strangers and Foreigners, But Fel- 


loro - citizens with the Saints, and of the 
Houſhold of God. And if we are careful to 
perform our Parts, we may aſſuredly fay 
with St. Paul, that henceforth there is laid 
up for us a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give us 
at that Day. For we ade the Promiſe of 

Him 


N 


of a RELIOTOUS LIE. 
Him who is Trath itſelf, and cannot de- 


ceive us, that if we are faithful unto Death, Revel. ii. 
he will give us a Crown of Life. 


And what a glorious Incitement is 


this to all Men, to live ſoberly, rigbre- 


oufly and godly in this preſent World'! What 


can we defire more to make us ſeafaſt 1 Cor. xv. 


and unmoveable, always abounding in the 5* 
Work of the Lord, than to know that our 
Labour foall not be in vain in the Lord: 

That no good Action, which we do, ſhall 
be loft and fall to the Ground; but that 


in a little Time all our Services will be in- 


finitely rewarded: That every Grace and 
Virtue, which we exerciſe in this Life, and 


every Degree of them, "ſhall receive their 


Juſt Recompence at the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt; and that, if we ſerve God faith- 
fully and lincerely in tllis Life, we may 


de aſſured, chat through the tender Met- 


cies of our heavenly Father, and the Me- 
rits of our Redeemer, we ſhall be received 
into a Place of everlaſting Reſt and Peace; 
where we ſhall adore and praiſe the Au- 
thor of our Salvation, and contemplate 
the glorious Perfections of his Majeſty, 
with” a Joy and Satisfaction infinitely ex- 

E 6 ceeding 
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ceeding all that ve can now Pallidly: con- 


ceive? - _ 
0 bleſſed Time, (o *h the Wards of 


a Archbiſhop Tillotſon). © when Mortality 


* ſhall be ſwallowed up of Life, and Death 


: « and Sorrow ſhall be no more! When 


| 246 we ſhall be eaſed. of all. our Pains, and 


« reſolved of all our Doubts, and be 
purged from all our Sins, and be freed 
5 from all our Fears, and be happy be- 

nd our Hopes, and have all this Hap- 


i “ pineſs ſecured to us beyond the Dower 


4 40 Time and Change 
1 the, ; Conſideration of _ theſe Things 


| cannot but at preſent fill our Hearts with 
> unſprakable,. and excite, us. £qntinually 
i. ta give T, banks unta the Father: i <-bath 


made us meet to be Partabers of the Inberi- 
tance of the Saints in Light; who: bath de- 
 tivered us from the Power. of Darkneſs, and 


. tranſlated us into the Kingdom of bis dear 


San; So, when we come to have à nearer 
and more immediate View of the Glo- 
ries of that Kingdom, which God hath 
Prepared for us, how will our Souls break 
ſorth into Extaſies of Love and Joy 
1p will it tranſport. us zo ſee him, whom 


705 we 
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we have loved and faithfully ſerved; 


ſee him, not arraigned for a Malefator, 


nor hanging in a ſhameful Manner upon 
- the Croſs; but to ſee him in all his Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, ſuting in a triumphant 


manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 


gels and Arch-Angels; thoufand thouſands Dan. vii, 
miniſtring unto him, and ten thouſand times . 


ten thouſand fanding before bim to ſee 


him, I ſay, not as an angry and incenſed 
Judge, but as a merciful Saviour and 


Redeemer, looking upon his faithful and 
beloved Servants Sith the tendereſt Af- 


fection, and receiving them to the Arms 
of his everlaſting Mercy, with thoſe ra- 
viſhing Words, Come; ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
tber, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
on the Foundation 95 the World! 


But then, on the other Hand, with what 


oP Anguiſh and Deſpair will-the Wicked-and 
.. Ungodly behold the dreadful Solemnities of 
that Day! How will they tremble and be 
confounded, when the Lord Feſus ſpall be 2 Theſ i. 
revealed from Heaven, with bis mighty An- 7'* 
gell, in faming Fire, taking” Vengeance on 


them · bat know not God, and obey not ibe 


they 


88 
2 Pet. iii. 
10. 
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they ſhall fee che Heavens paſſing away 
with a preat Noiſe,” and the Elements melt- 
ing with fervent Heat; the Earth alſv, and 
the Works that ure therein, burnt up! 


When they ſhall behold the Jaws of Hell 


open to receive them, and the great Judge 


of the World with Terror in his Looks 


Rev. vi. 
16, 


X. II. 


ready to pronounte that dreadful Sen- 


tence, Depart from me, ' ye curſed, into 
everlaſting * prepared for the Devil and 
his . 

O what Confuſion and abb will 
thoſe: Souls be in, to whom theſe dread- 
ful Words ſhall then be ſpoken ! How 


will they call upon the Mountains and 
Kocks to fall on them, and to hide them 


frem the Pace of him that fitteth on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb ! 
— But alas! what will that availthem, when 
the great Day of bis Wrath is come! Whi- 
ther ſhall they betake themſelves, when 
both the Earth and the Heaven ſhall flee from 


the Preſence of the Judge! If the Saviour 


of the World condemns them, who fhall 


intercede in their Behalf?” If he, chat once 


died to purchaſe their Salvation, will not 


faye them, (as it is certain he will not ſave 


the 
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of a RntiGrous Lirr. 89 
the Wicked and Impenitent,) to whom 
'  -ſhall: they flee for Succour! it will then 
be too late to cry for Mercy, when the 
Time of Judgment is come; too late to 
\ | lament their Folly and Madneſs, when 
| the Time of Working is- over; all Pray 
ers and Entreaties, all Tears and Repen- 
ance will then be in vain. He that is un- Rev. xxii. 
Juſt, muſt be unjuſt ill, and be that is 
Vltby, muſt be filtby flill: As the Tree is 
fallen, ſo it muſt lie for ever. The Time 
of Trial, the Day of Grace is ended, and Heb. x. 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin; but 26, 27. 
a fiery Indignation mult devour them. The 
dreadful Hour is come, when they muſt 
be baniſhed for ever from the Enjoyment 
of Him, in whoſe Preſence alone is Ful- 
-neſs of Joy; and be doomed to thoſe Lakes 
of Fire and Brimſtone, where the Worm 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched; 
where they muſt be bound in everlaſting 
Chains, and be Day and Night for ever Rev. xx. 
and ever tormented by the Devil and his . 
accurſed Spirits, thoſe cruel and unrelent- 
ing Beings, in the burning and ſeorching 
Flames of a moſt outragious and never to 
e 1 
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Te Great. Importance 
Could I repreſant to you, fays Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon. in. one of his excellent 
Sermons, the Horror. of that diſmal 
© Priſon, into which wicked and i impure 
Souls are to be thruſt, and the Miſery 

© they . muſt there endure, without the 


© leaſt Spark of Comfort or Glimmering 
© of Hope; how they. wail: and. groan 


« under the intolerable Wrath of God, 
the infolent Scorn. and Cruelty: of De- 
« vils, the ſevere Laſhes and Stings, the 
* raging. Anguiſh and horrible Deſpair of 
© their own Minds, without Intermiſſi- 
on, without Pity,. and without Hope 
1. 5 ever ſeeing an End of that Miſery, 
which yet is unſupportable for one 


* * > 


= - ment could I repreſent theſe Things 


© tg you according to the Terror of them, 
© what Effect muſt they have upon us! 
© and with what Patience could any Man 
bear to think of plunging himſelf into 


this Miſery; and by his own wilful 


J Fault and Follies endanger his coming 
into this Place and State of Torments ! 

O ! who. indeed can think of theſe 
FT hings without reſolving in good earneſt 


to es from the Wrath to come, and to 


ſecure 


of a RTTLTUIOUSs Lirex. 
ſecure a happy: Eternity, by a Life of 
Virtue and Righteoufneſs! Who, that 
believes the Wicked ball be turned into 
 Hellz-and all the People that forget-God, 
and conſiders what it is to dwell in-the 
moſt -exquiſite Miſery and Torments to 
al] Eternity, will not immediately reſolve 
1 have no Fellowſhis' with the unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs, 'but give up fümſelf 
intirely to the Service and Obedience of 
the bleſſed Jeſus, with unfeigned Reſolu- 
tions of living ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in 
this preſent World ! In ſhort, who that is 
truſy e, and conſiders that Time itſelf 
is hort, and that the Time of Man is much 
ſhorter; that Eternity has neither End nor 
Change, and that every Man is haſtening 
to an eternal and unchangeable State, and 
will in a little Time be ſummoned to ap- 
there to give an Account of his Actions; 
and according as he has behaved himſelf 
in this Life, be then conſigned to a Place 
of endleſs Happineſs or Miſery — ſay, 
who- that reflects upon theſe great and 
important Truths, with' that 'Seriguſneſs 
8 Which key deſerve, would 
ever 


De Great Importance 
ever let go his Integrity, and part with 
that invaluable Prize, a good Conſeience, 

for the greateſt Happineſs this World 


eternal Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, to 


N which he knows will provoke his Anger 
1 What wiſe Man would not rather ſub- 
- mit to the worſt that could befall him 


*Riſque of offending Him, om whom his 
Welfare and Happineſs muſt depend 


in this Liſe, but through all Eternity! 
+ Efpecially when he conſiders what Obli- 
gations he is under to approve himſelf a 
-Fairhfal Servant of his great Maſter, and 
to direct and govern his whole Conduct 
by the Will of his Creator: When he 
reflects upon the infinite Love of God, 
"manifeſted in all the Works of his Crea- 
tion and Providence, but eſpecially in that 
ſtupendous Myſtery of our Redemption: 


When he thinks zpon the Breadth" and 


Tenptb, the Height and Depth of that Love 
1 | of 


could promiſe him! How is it poſſible N | | 
for a Man, that will give himſelf Time 
| to conſider what it is to be under the 


| | to any Thing wilfully and deliberately, \. 


here in a ſhort Life, than run the leaſt | 


* herkafter, as well as at preſent; not only 


_ ther«heithinks of it or not, will moſt aſſu- 
redly come, when all that are in their John v. 
Graves ſhall hear bis Voice, and ſhall. come 25 29- 
forth; they that have done Good, unto the 
 Reſurreftion' of Life, and they that have 
done Evil, unto. the Reſurrettion of Dam- 


of aR t11G1io00s LITE. 
of God, which moved him to ſend his on- 


ly begotten Son into the World to be the 


Propitiation for our Sins, and to ſuffer a 


' cruel and ignominious Death upon the 
| Croſs, that we might not periſh, but have 


everlaſting Life! O!] how is it poſſible, 


but ſuch an one muſt be filled with fo 
grateful a Senſe of what God has done for 


him, as to endeavour, all that in him lies, 
to requite the infinite Love of ſo merciful 


a Father, ſo kind and loving a Saviour! 


Surely the Love of God muſt conſtrain 
us— But if there is any one ſo ſtupid and 


inſenſible, as not to be wrought upon by 


ſuch powerful Motives, let him reflect 
upon the Terrors of the Lord, and aſkæ him- 
ſelf ſeriouſly this important 'Queſtion, 
whether he is able to-dwell with everlaft- 
ing Burnings ? Let him think upon that 
terrible Day of the Lord, which, whe 


allen: When the Kings of the Earth, and 
the 
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the great Men and the rich Men ſhall” hide 
themſeboes in the Dens and in the Rocks: of 


the. Mountains; and. ſpall ſay to the Moun- | 


tains and Rocks, fall on us, and hide us 


from the Face of him, that. fitteth. on the 1 | 


' Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb, 
Let him revolve in his Thoughts for a 


while the miſerable Condition of thoſe ; 
wretched Souls, that are now ſhut up in the 


Regions of everlaſting Darkneſs, amongſt 

an accurſed. Company. of infernal Spirits; 
and tell me then, whether he thinks the 
ſhort and momentary Pleaſures of a wick - 


ed Life, will compeniare for conic, Mi- 


ſery and Torments. 
here is no one, 1 believe, das thinks 
at all, but muſt think otherwiſe : but the 
great Misfortune is, many Men are ſo 
agitated by. theis Luſts and Paſſions, that 
they are ſeldom. cool enough for ſober 
Reflections, But would they be perluad- 
ed frequently. to meditate. upon Death 
and Judgment; would: they repreſent to 
their Minds what a. vaſt. Diſproportion: 
there is betwixt Time and: Eternity, and 
conſider that the Pleaſures of Sin, at beſt, 
are but for a: Seaſon, hut. chat its Puniſnh- 
PO ment: 


: „f aRELtGr1ous LI Ex. 95. 
"ide ment is endleſs and intolerable; 1 Tay, 

of could Men be brought to think of theſe 

ſoun 5 Things with any Seriouſneſs, Þi doubt not 
bst fuch Thoughts would in Time have 

£04 tei proper Effect, and would ſo ef- 

and. fectually convince ther of the great Folly 


4 and Danger of Sin, as to make them in 
hoſe good Earneſt ſet about tlie 41 er 51 
be their Salvation. 

= aan judgment to come 5 a ver) 


© amazing Conſideration; it is a fearful 
We Thing to hear of it, but it will be much 
more terrible to ſee it, eſpecially to thoſe, 
li- | © whoſe Guilt muſt needs make them ſo 
1 _ © heartily concerned in the difmal Conſe. 
1 quences of 1 it: and yet as ſure as I ſtand, 
 ©and you fit here, this great and terrible 
Day of the Lord will come, and who may 

| _ © abide bir coming What will we do when 
that mall ſurprize us careleſs and 
PF voptepated' What unſpeakable Horror 
and Amazement will then take hold of 
dus; when /ifting up our Eyes lo Heaven, 
| © wwe Pall fee the Son of Man coming in the 
12 Nene of 5 wan Power and great _ | 


w 
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The Great: Importance | 
© ys wehen that powerful Voice, which | : dow: 
„ ſhall pierce the Ears of the Dead, ſhall ]“ © 

* ring through the World, Ariſe ye Dead, wi 
and come to Judgment; when the mighty | wit 

« Trumpet ſhall ſound, and wake the 44 
* Sleepers of a thouſand Years, and ſum- cher 
mon the diſp erſed Parts of the Bodies Jus 
of all Men, — ever lived, to rally to- m 
© octher and take their Places; and the | 1 
Souls and: Bodies of Men, which have of 
been ſo long Strangers to one another, me 
_ © ſhall: meet, and be united again, to - the 
© ceive the Doom due to their Deeds: ts 
what Fear ſhall then: ſurprize Sinners, 2 
and how will they-tremble at the Pre- u 
ſence of the great Judge, and for the 
* Glory of his Mqjeſty? How will their P. 
Conſciences fly in their Faces, audi!!! lu 
their wn. Hearts condemn them for ＋7 
their wicked and ungodly Lives, and 5 
even prevent that Sentence, which yet 
"ſhall certainly be paſt and executed: up. c 
on them!: LB 
Ol let me then intreat every one, in 1 
all the Earneſtoeſs that a. Matter of fach!!! 1 
vaſt Importance does require, frequently 
and ſeriouſſy to think open the tremen- 
dous 
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dous Day of Judgment, and that great Ac- 
count they muſt then gives, | to-. conſider, 
with themſelves how their Accounts ſtand; 
with reſpect to another Life; and. what 
2 a dreadful. Condition they will be in, if 
they ſhould be called to appear at the 
© Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, before they have. 
made their Peace with God, and ſecured 
an Intereſt in the Merits and Interceſſion 
of cheir great Judge. But eſpecially let 


me perſuade thoſe, Who, in Purſuits of, 


; their untawful Pleaſures, have, plunged, 
themſelves in Senſuality and Wickedneſs, 
do ſtand ſtill a Moment, and conſider 
| whither: they are going. Let me beg oß 
them, as they have any Regard for their 


preſent Peace. and Happineſs, or any Va- 


: lue for their preciqus Souls; as they 
would not leave this World, under the 


Terrors and Agonies of a guilty. Conſci- 
ence, nor appear at the laſt, Day, in the 


Preſence of God, of Angels and of Men, 


under all the Cireumſtances of Horror. 
Shame and Confuſion; And laſtly, as they 


would not then be haniſhed: from the Pre- 
ſence of God for ever, and be caſt into 
the. hagomlels, Pit af Deſtruction, to ba 


there | 
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The Great Importance g 
there tormented without Meaſure, and 
without End; let me, I fay, prevail up- 
on them, not to delay their Repentancde 
one Moment, but immediately forſake Y 
Joel ii. 13. their evil Ways, and turm ano ube Lord J 

their God, who is gracious and merciſul, {1 

flow to Anger, and of great Kindneſs ; und 

who has aſſured us by his Prophet, that 
Erek. when; lle wicked Mes f at away e, 4 
xvii, 27. Bat | + be bath e | and . 


ligion; Who — — Fla at Sed, and 1 
the Salvation of their own and others th 
Souls, their great Care and Concern,” 1 E 
need only exhort them to go on in their 
Chriſtian Courſe with Courngy and Reſo- 
Heb. iv. lution: 70 bold faſt their Profeſſion, and 
Pin. zu. With an unwearied Diligence 0 preſi to- 
14. wards the Mark, fer the Prize of the bigh 
Calling of God in Chrift Jeſus; ej 
Phil. i. 6. doubting, but that be that bath begun a 
good Work in them; will 2 it until 


the 1 F Jeſus Giri. is faithful, 


that 


7 of & meer rover 99 
. has promiſed ; and therefore they 
may reſt aſſured, that he will remember 
| and reward their Work of Faith, and Las 1 Theſ. i. 
Pour of Love, and Patience of Hope in our 3: 


Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and that in due Seaſon Gal. vi. 9. 
| clay ſhall reap, if they faint not, Tet a lit- Heb. x. 

le while, aud be that ſhall come, will come; 37. 

and his Reward is with bim, to give to Rev. E 


” every Man according as bis Work ſhall be. 12. 


I " Vt with Bim in bis Throne; even as bi alſo 21. 
p percame, and is ſat down with his Father 


d Re- Souls, ho bude fought the good Fight, antl 


e bim that overrometh, he will grant fo Rev. ii. 


m bis Throne. 
O happy, happy Time for thoſe bleſſed 


wes a . tie Faith! All their Labours will 


men be at- an End, and that Crown of Rev. ii. 
Fife, which God has promiſed to his 10. 
fichful Servants, will then be beftewed 

n them, and they ſhall be admitted to 
inberitance incorrupi ible and undeſiled, Pet. i. 4+ 
2h that faeth not away'* they ſhall then q 
be received into a Place of endleſs Bliſs 

Ad Joy; where there ſhall be no more Rev. xxi. 
Death,” neither 'Sorrow nor Crying, neitber . 
TH there be- am more Pain, but all Tears 

ff, 4 be "wiped from their Eyer; and they 

* F _ thall 
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ſhall for ever enjoy the moſt cd end 1 


conſummate Happineſs, and ſing eternal 


Allelujahs of | Praiſe and Thankſgiving unto | 


him that fitteth upon the Throne, and to the | 


Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. Lats 


00 900000000000 
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hope, I have ſhewn it to be; 
L If it 3 make us live happi- 


* die comfortably, and at Jaſt- entitle 


us, through the Merits of our ' Saviour: Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, to an eternal Inheritance in that 
purchaſed. for 


Kingdom, which he has 
us. with his moſt precious Blood; and if, 


> on the other Hand; Guilt 1s its. own Pu- 5 
niſhment in this World, and everlaſting 


Miſery will moſt certainly be the Lot and 
Portion of the Wicked and Impenitent in 


the next; what Manner of Perſons ought + 


we to be in all holy Converſation and God- 
lineſs ! And how Hedfaſt and iminoveable 


ſhould this make us in the Ways of | 
| _"Gad's Laws, and in the Works of his 
| Com- 


fo. many WF 5 a8, 1 | 


and 
ternal | 
r Unto 
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Conſideration of theſe Things make us 
tate beed leſt there be in any of us an evil Heb. iii. 
Heart of Unbelief, in departing from the '* 
living Cod: and how ſtedfaſtly ſhould we 
reſolve to :have no - Fellowſhip with the 
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of a REL1IGIouS LIFE, 
Commandments? With what Indignati- 
on and Abhorrence ſhould we look upon 
Sin, and with what Speed ſhould we flee 
from that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 
that would rob us of our preſent, as well 
as future, Happineſs? How ſhould the 
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unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but to walk 


1 asg Children of Light in the Ways of true 
Piety and Holineſs; and not to delay for 
one Moment the Care of our immortal 
Souls? be Day is far ſpent, the Night is 
| at. Hand, and there is no Time to be loſt, 
We have a great Work to do: a Work 
that will deſerve our utmoſt Care and Di- 
luigence. 


If we perform it well, great 
will be our Reward in Heaven: For faith- 
ful is: He that has promiſed. And we may 
| be. aſſured, that if we are diligent and in- 

duſtrious in that Work which God has 

aſſigned to us in this World, our La- 

our ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: for 
* wwe bave our Fruit unto Holineſs, our End 
F 2 oil 4 
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. it, 
42. 


The Great' Importance © 
woill be everlaſting Life. But if inftead of 
working out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, that is, with the greateſt Cate 
and Circumſpection, ve are negligent and 


remiſs in the Service of our great Lord and 


Maſter Jeſus Chriſt; If, inſtead of living 


foberly, righteouſly and godiy in this preſent 


World, we lead vicious and wicked Lives, 
and ſpend our Days in Sin and Vanity, 
miſerable will be our Condition both here 
and hereafter. For although God is a 
Being of infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, 
and is Patient and Long - ſuffering to- 
wards Sinners, being unwilling tbat am 


ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Re- 


pentance ; Yet we muſt remember, that 
he is alſo infinitely juſt, and will aſſuted- 
ly vindicate the Honour of his Laws. All 
Sin and Wickedneſs is an Abomination in 


his Sight. He is of purer Eyes than to be- 


hold iniquity: and if bis Wrath be kindled, 


yea but a little, what will become of the 2 
Wicked and Ungodly ? Nothing but a 
ſincere Repentance and Amendment of 


Life will be ſufficient to ſecute them from 


tho Vengeance, which he has threatened 
e RF down — all obſtinate and re- 


bellious 


of | of aRELIG1ouUs LITE. 16; 
1d | bellious Sinners: and true Repentance 
re | will moſt. undoubtedly avert his Anger. 
ad | He has declared . himſelf. to be a Go 
d merciful and gracious, forgiving Tniquity, 
w | Tranſgreſſion and Sin, and has. promiſed 
1f | Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them, that with 
s, | hearty Repentance and true Faith turn 
7, | unto him. He hath no Pleaſure in the 
re | Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked 
a | ſhould turn from his Way and live. And, 
„ | to aſſure. us of his great Love to Man- 
| Kind, and of his ſincere Defire to be re- 
34 i conciled unto us, e hath fert- his Son, Job a zt; 
> If his only, his beloved Son, into the World, 1b. 
x | 10 the: End that all thats believe in him, 
„ ſhauld not Periſo, „ but” dave everlaſting 
1 . . 
1 1 I has pleaſed God, aß his infinite Good- 
* 4 pak to eſtabliſn a moſt gracious Cove- 
/ | nat of Mercy with Mankind through 
the Mediation of his own Son: And the 
a | Condition on his Part of the Covenant, the 
Remiſſion of Sins, is always ready to be 
n | made good, if we fail not on our Part of 
d having worthily repented, and reformed 
our Lives. Our Saviour has made a full, 
s Lo and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation 
” F 3 and 
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and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
World: He has ſuffered a cruel and ig- 
nominious Death upon the Croſs for our 
Sakes, and by his Death and Sufferings has 
purchaſed this Grace for us, that real Repen- 
tance and the ſincere endeavour of perfect 
Obedience ſhall be accepted inſtead of Inno- 
cence. But without this Repentance and re- 


newed endeavour of perfect Obedience, we 


ſhall not be accepted upon any Terms. The 
Sacrifice which he offered upon the Croſs, 
although of infinite Value, will be of no a- 


vail to us, unleſs, in Conformity to his Death 


and Reſurrection, we die unto Sin, and riſe 
again unto Newneſs of Life. Nothing but a 
good Life will entitle us to the Favour and 


ak of God: and without his Favour we 


re of all Creatures the moſt miſerable. Better 


| bad it been for us never to have been born, 
chan to have made God our Enemy by feu 
ing vicious and wicked Lives. Let it then, 
above all things, be our great and cun- 


ſtant Endearour to make him our Friend, 


Whois the beſt of Beings, the Sovereign 


Good -and Happineſs of all his Creatures, 
and the Fountain and Foutdation of all 
our C — and Enjoy ments: in this Life, 


and 
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dle | and of all our Hopes and Expectations 
g. | in that which is to come. Let us make 
Religion the great Buſineſs of our Lives, 
and while we have Time and Opportu- 
n- | nity, let us prepare ourſelves by a Life of 

& | Virtue and Righteouſneſs, for that great 
o- | Account which we muſt one Day give. 
e- Let not the Pleafures and Vanities of this 


je {| World, which will ſhortly have an End, 

ie | make us unmindful of the great and mo- 
s, | mentous Concerns of Eternity.—O Eter- 
- | nity! how amazing are the Thoughts of it 
h Who, that conſiders what it is to live 


for ever in a State of endleſs Happineſe, 
or Miſery,. would not labour and ſtrive 
with all his Might to, ſecure the one and 
avoid. the other? Now: chis can only be 
done by a good Life: fer vi baus Toline/s 
no: Man ſpall ſee the'Lord.. Heayen is prer 
pared for choſe oN ho fear God fand Jive 
in a gig ændeayour te porforpi a perfect 
Obedience tochis Will. 7. "here. ballin no-wif 


e Rev. xa! 
enter into that holy Place-any thing, nag de- 27. 
Fleck, neither whaiſoeuer worketh Abominati- 
i er maketh 4 Lien but they high, are aurit- 

| kevin the amd Book of Life. . Roch thoſe 
= — are the Good and Virtuous, who 
=_ Ws 4 have 
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Recleſ xi3. Khan God and keep bis Comman 
13. 14% this is the whole Duty. of Man: for: 
fall: bring even Mont inte udgment, and 


| they be: hid from our Eyes, and - 
bun offended. Ged;bo-dey. ave int and 


Te Great Importance + 


have 1 themſelves from the Pollutions 
of this wicked World, -and have led; a 


Life. of Piety and renewed Obedience 


towards Cod, and of Love and Chatity 


towards their Neighbours. To alhqthers, 
that bleſſed Lamb of God will declare be 


knews them not. To the Workers of lui- 


quity, even that merciful and. compaſſio+ 


nate Saviour will ſay, Depart from mr. 


Dreadful Words! Whither muſt kich 


wretched Souls go, when they are. bid-to 


depart. from the Saviour of the World! 


—— Whither indeed, but to. that diſmal 


Place of Horror and everlaſting. Molery 


prepared for the Druil and bis Aygals l. 

May God of his infinite Mercy divert 
of us Grace ig ſee and follow the Things 
that belong to our everlaſting Peace, Jeſt 


Opportunities of 


gone May every one of us bei perfſugds 
ed to hearken to the Advice f Samer, 


very Secret 7. 9 il be Good ur 
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whether it be Evil. — And may we always 

keep in Remembrance that merciful Cau- 

tion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; | 

' Watch therefore, for ye know neither. the Mat xxx 
Day nor the Hour, wherein the Ion 4 13. 

Man cometh,” | x 


tw > 


8 


Nh our moſt mer l Father in 
f C Chrift Jeſus, who haſt pre- 
el pared for them that love 
2 Tue ſuch 

2 


good Things 28 paſs Man' $ 
Underſtanding, and haft promiſed to give 
eternal Life to them, whe by patient 
Continuance in well- doing, ſeek for Glory 
and Honour and. Immortality! Give me; 
1 moſt humbly. deſceck thee, 2 ' Hrm and 
 Bnſkaken Faith in all thy Promiſes; that 
being, fully perſoaded of thoſe” important 
Truths, which thou haſt revealed to us 
in the. Goſpel, I may make it the princi- 
2 Care and Concern of my whole : Life, 
; pleaſe and obey thee in all Things. 
5 And ba the End that 1 may obtam thoſe 
1 | F 3 Things 
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. . The. Great Importance 
Things which thou doſt promiſe, make 
me to love that which thou doſt com- 
mand: and grant, chat, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of thy Holy. Spirit, I may be ena- 
bled to perſevere in the Practice of a holy 


Life, even to the laſt Moment of my g 


Days. 
Let the Hopes and Rene of that 


unſpeakable . — which thou haſt 


prepared for us hereafter, enable me to 
pals through this Vale of Tears and Mi- 


ſery with Chearfulneſs and Subwiſſien, to | 
thy bleſſed Will, and to bear with Pati- 


ence, whatever Troubles Thou, in thy 
great Wiſdom, malt ſee fit to lay upon 
me. 


O Lord! ! Live me 4 Heart raiſed ng 


the Vanities and Entjcetents of this 
World, and free from all the Pollutions 


and Defilements of it. Fix my Thou ghts, 


tay Hopes, and my Deſites upon. Hea- 
ven and heavenly Things ; that "having 


always in View, that Crown. of Glory: 


which thou haſt laid up for us hereafter, 
1 may preſs towards the Mark for the 


Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; > and being ee by thy 


1 | 3 Grace, 
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Grace, and ſupported by thy Holy Spirit 


. 


I may run Wich Patience the Race which 

Thou haſt ſet before us; that when the 
great Dayc of Rerribution fall come, Tmay 
look up to my x moſt merciful Judge with 
Joy and Comfort, and may hear thoſe raviſh- 


ing Words pronounced unto me, duell done 
thou good and faithful Servant, enięs 187k in- 


'te the Jey of thy Lord. Grant this; O'merci- 


ful Father, though the alone Merits, And 
for the Sake of my Eternal Advocate and 


Mediator, F ne Aen. | 


2 * * 4 
5 5 * q 2 f 3 & 7 » + > . 


- — 


_ — 5 
3 
8 — — — 1 ** 
—— re en ans — _ 


ü 


y 75 
3 
4 ; 
.- 
4, 1 18 
4 

1 i 
I i 
 4c- 

nf 

3 

L 
3 
3 14 
1 
5 4 

1 

13 
"= 

* 

1 

* * 


- - 


— denn © X Co LS = 2 
Cups 3 1450 Wu "IP — 2 * — - - 
7 — — — i. b -_— — 
— — = © _ 


x; —— Wer 
— 


yi. . — 


— 


4 n Prayer 
OOO: OY 


4 — for « 1 
| I x MILY. agen 
e Moſt Sracious God and Kind 
We Ether! in afl Humility of 
= Scout and Body, we preſent our- 
cles before the Throne of thy 
Majefty and Glory, acknowledging that 
we are thy Creatures, and that from thy 
dountiful Hands we have received many 
and exceeding, great Bleſſings. 

By Thee, at firſt, we were wonderfully 
made; by thy Power we have ever ſince 
deen preſerved and it is owing to thy 
great Merey and Goodneſt that we have 
not been cut off in the midſt of our Sins, 
dut that Thou haſt been patient and long- 
ſuffering towards us, and haſt given us 
this Opportunity of coming into thy Pre- 
ſence to renew our Praiſes and Acknow- 
ledgments to thy divine Majeſty. O 
Lord, thy Compaſſion fails not, but 
1s renewed every Morning: By Thee we 
have been preſerved the Night paſt, and 
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Per a FAMILY. 
to thy Goodneſs we aſeribe it, chat we are 
brougkt in Health and Safery to the Be- 
Sinning of this Day. 

Accept; we humbly pray Thee, of our 
vnfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 


Bleſſings which Thou haſt been pleaſed to 


beſtow upon us; and partion, ve beſeech 
Thee, for che Sake of thy Son Thrift! 


haſt done for us. Give us ſuch a Senſe 
of thy infinite” Love and Kindneſs, as may 
engage vs more and more to love and 
vbey' Thee, and make us afraid of every 
wing that may be: "TY" in "hy 


Sight,” 2 

0 ond youctfſe us woch a Meaſure 
of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may de- 
fend us agsinſt the Snares and Temptati- 
ens of this wieked World, and enable ws 
to overcome all our corrupt and ſinful 


Deſires. Give us a true Senſe of the in⸗ 
eftimable Value of our Souls, that we 


may make it the chief Care and Concern 
of our Lives, to work out our Salvation 
with the greateſt Care and Diligence, and 
ib ſeeure an Intereſt inthy Om which 
A Deiker than 3 

With: 
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A Mornng-Prayer 
Withdraw our Minds from the Love of 
this World, and place theni'npgm( Heaven 
and heavenly Things. Sive us; Grace to 
uſe the Bleffings, which thov art pleaſed 
to beſtow upon us, with Temperance, So- 
briety and Moderation; with an- entire 


Truſt and Dependence on thy fatherly 


Care: and good: Providence, and with a 
perfect Submifion to thyaglefled; Will in 
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O Lord, root out of our Hearts all 


| Pride and Envy; all Hatred, Malice-and 


IIl-will. Put away from us all Cenſori- 
ouſneſs anch Uncharitableneſs; all Lying 


and Slandering, and whatever elſe is — | 


trary to a truly Chriſtian Spirit; and en- 
due us, we moſt humbly pray Thee, With 
that Meekneſs and Humility, which is 
in thy Sight of ſo great Value, and with 
all thoſe holy and Chriſtian Diſpoſitions, 


which thou loveſt and delighteſt in:. 


Inſtruct us in all the Particulars of our 
Duty which we owe to Thee, our Neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves. Guide us by thy 
right Hand, and conduct us by thy, goud 
Spirit through all the Buſineſs; and Aﬀaits 


of n Life, Teach us to act with Faith- 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs and Honeſty in every thing that 


Health and other temporal Bleſſings, as 
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we undertake; and give us ſuch a 
Dread of thy Diſpleaſure, and ſuch. a 
Senſe of - thy. continual Preſence: with us, 
as may ſecure us, by thy Grace, againſt all 
the. Temptations. of: the W the: Fleſh 
and the Deyil, - | 153 

Be with. us, O Lon; this Day, wheres This is to 
ever wengo, and in whatſoever. we do., at e 
Preſerve us from the Dangers of evil day Mern- 
Company, from the Deceitfulneſs of our g; and 
own Hearts; and defend us more eſpe- a, 
cially from thoſe. Sins, that are moſt apt be »/ed in- 

0 betray and inſnare us. Let thy Bleſ- ., wt 

3g acc mpany all our honeſt Labours, 

and; vouchſafę us ſuch a Meaſure of 
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thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for us. We 
deſire, O 1 to leave ourſelves: and 
all our Concerns in thy Hands; humbly 
beſeeching Thee to take us, and all that 
pelong to us, under the Protection of thy 
ao Prayiglence, and ſo to bleſs, direct 
15 page vs in this Life, that we may 
obtain that greateſt of all Bleſſings, 

05 Eternal Salvation of our immortal 


0 through the Merits and for the 
Sake 
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A Morning-Prayer 

Sake of thy dear Son,. and our alone Sa- 
viour, Jeſus Chriſt : for whom our Souls 
adore and praiſe thy Glorious Name, 
and in whofe moſt holy Words we ſum 
up our own, and the Wants of all Man- 
kind, ſaying, Our Father, &c, 


Thi 15 285 to Diſpoſe our Hearts, O Lord, we hum- 


be 46191 My beſeech thee, to a ſerious Attendance | 


2 upon thee. in all holy Duties: Make us 


__ duly mindful of all thy facred Inſtitutions, 
— He and grant that we may never ſo far for- 
get the Intereſt of our Souls, as to ne- 


Para- 


graph. 
glect the religious Obſervance of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath. And as thou haſt 
brought us to the Beginning of this ſacred 

Day, ſo be Thou 8 pleaſed to 
take us into thy Protection, 7 to afſiſt 

us in a right Diſcharge of the Duties of 

it. Wichdraw our Minds from the Care 

and Buſinefs, and Pleafures of this Life, 


which will ſhortly have an End; that 


we may more freely attend upon'the g Treat 
Concerns © that far beiter Effe, ck 
is to laft for Evermore. Give us awful 
T hougbts Uf thy 5 great Ma | 

lively "Senſe of du 


vices, 


our a Proyers and Praiſes; and an our Set- 
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vices, may be offered up in ſuch a ſerious 


and devout Manner, as may render them 


acceptable in thy Sight. Make us atten- 
tive*to' thy Holy Word, and to all- the 
good Inſtructions that ſhall this Day be 
given us, and grant that we may not reſt 


in any outward Performances; but by a 


right Uſe of thy holy Ordinances, may 
grow in Grace, and become every Day 


better Chriſtians, and ſo improve in all vir- 


tuous and godly Living, that when this 
ſhort Life ſhall have an End, we may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, through the 
Merits' of. thy Son, and our alone Saviour, 
Jeſus- Chriſt: for whom our Souls bleſs 
and priſe the; und in whoſe moſt holy 
Words we Jum up our own, and the 
Wann of * eee . Our Fax 
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An Evening-Prayer for a 


FAM. 


; If >> MOST merciful and gra- 
8 0 5 cious Lord God, the great 
559 Creator, Preſerver and Go». 

A vernor of the World! Thou 
art infinite in Mercy and Goodneſs to 
all that call upon thee faithfully, and 
haſt promiſed, that when two or three 


are gathered together in thy Name, 


thou wilt be in the midſt of them; 
Look down, we humbly beſeech thee, 
upon us thy unworthy Creatures, who 
are- here aſſembled before thee, acknow- 
ledging, that thou art a God greatly to 
be feared, for thy Power and Juſtice.; 
greatly to be beloyed for thy infinite Per: 


fections and. Goodneſs, and Breatly to 


be ptaiſed for thy Bounty and merciful 
Kindneſs, But as for ourſelves, we con- 
feſs, O Lord, hat we are Vile and ſinful 
Creatures; that we have in many things 
acted TORY: to oy” moſt holy. Will, and 


have 


for a FAMILY. 
have neither loved thee, feared thee, nor 
obeyed thee, as we ought to have done. 


O Lord! If thou ſhould'ſt deal with us as 
we have deſerved, we could expect 'no- 


thing from thee, but the Severities of thy 
juſt Wrath and Diſpleaſure. 


But, O gracious Father, who delight- 


eſt not in the Death of a Sinner, look 
upon us, we beſeech thee, in thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, and for the Sake of his me- 
ritorious Death and Sufferings, pardon 


our many and great Tranſgreſſions of thy 


holy Laws; and grant that we may amend 
whatever we have done amiſs, and for the 
Time to come may be more careful to 
pulwGKkẽeaſe thee, and more ſincerely devoted to 
thy Service and Obedience. 


Convince us thoroughly, C 0 Lord, of the 
great Folly and Danger of Sin, and make us 


ſo afraid of offending Thee, that we may 


abſtain from all A ppearance of Evil, and 
do nothing but what is pleaſing in thy 


Sight. Let the Intereſt of our immortal 
Souls be our chief Care and Concern; 3 and 
grant, that we may live as becomes the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, denying all Ungodli- 
hes and worldly Luſts, and living righ- 
teaully, 
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the Afﬀaults of our great Agverſary the 
Devil, "Ro: is n. Wing in Wait to owed 


An Evening-Prayer M0 
teoully, ceny and godly, in this 2s 


Lot World. 


But as 1 1 we are 108 "a 
10 pleaſe thee, grant us the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Grace and holy Spirit, that we 


may paſs through all the Temptations 


of this W World, with Peace, and I nnocence, 


with N tug: Reſolatias, | a all 


ſtroy Us. ina ; 

Suffer 18. not, 0 b god. * * 4 
led away by the vain. and ſooliſni Cuſtomse 
of this World. nor ſeduced from Our 3 
Duty by the Company and Example f 
the Wicked and Ungodly'; but graut, 
that we may make thy Laws the Rule 


af all our Actions, and faitlifully diſ- } 


charge our Duty, inthe ſeveral Places ane 
Stations, wherein thy Trorideaes * 4 
ed to place us. 

Make us duly mindful, ahn thou-art 7 
preſent every where, and privy to our 
moſt ſecret Thoughts; that we may ne- 
ver dare to do any Thing but what thou 
* and * which. we may not fear 


8 to 


re- 


Trreligion and Prophaneneſs, 
5 tablehefs' and Animoſities: Pardon our 


| we have deſerved; continue the Light of 


for à FAMIIL v. 
to give an Account at the great and 
terrible Day of the Lord Jeſus. O fit and 
prepare us for that ſolemn Time, by a 
virtuous and holy Life, that when we 
ſhall appear before the great Judpe of all 
the World; we may be found in the Num- 
ber: 6f thoſe happy Souls, whom He ſhall 
then pronounce bleſſed ! 
Extend thy Mercy, O God; to all 
Mankind: Have Pity upon all Je, 
Turks, Infidels, Bs and Schiftmatics, 
and bring them to the Light and Know- 
ledge and Practice of thy Laws. 
Bleſo thy Holy Catholic Church, ind 


eſpetially that Part of it which thou haſt 


planted in theſe Kingdoms ; remove out 


of it all Errors and Corruptions, all Divi- 


ſions and Diſſentions: and grant that the 
Lives of Chriſtians may be holy and exem- 


plary; and fuch as become the hater: pa of 
our bleſſed Saviour. 


-. Reform all things that are amiſs in theſe. 
Kingdotnd ; root out from "A us all 
all Unchari- 


great and erying Sins: avert the Evils that 


thy 


«. 
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An Evening-Prayer 
thy glorious Goſpel among us, and 


give us all Grace to turn from the Evil 
of our Wan ate che the Lord our 


God. 

Bleſs our Sovereign. 3 e 
and all that are in Authority under him, 
both in Church and State: Make them 
all, in their ſeveral Places and Stations, 


uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory, and 


the Good and Welles of ch in and 
Nation. 5 1 


And O thou, * art * Father af 


Mercies, and God of all Conſolatien, look 
down with Pity. and Compaſſion upon all 


thy afflicted Servants every where. Give 


them Courage and Patience, Comfort 
and Support in thee, and, in thy good 
Time, a joyful Deliverance out of all 
their Troubles. Fg 

Send down thy. Bleſſings Spiritual and 


Temporal upon all our Friends and Rela- 


tions. Do Good unto thoſe that have at 
any Time done or wiſhed us Evil; and 
vouchſafe unto every one of us, and to 
all Chriſtians, whatever thou knoweſt to 


be beſt for our wee and eternal Wel- 
fue. 55 
And 
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for @ FAMILY. 


And now, O Lord, we defire with 
all Humility of Soul and Body, to adore 
thy incomprehenſible Majeſty, and to praiſe 
thy great and glorious Name for all thy 


manifold Mercies and Favours vouch- 


fafed to us and all Mankind; but above all, 


for thy aſtoniſhing Love in reconciling the 


World--unto thyſelf, by the Death and 
Sufferings. of thy dear Son., _ 
We bleſs thee for our Creation and pre- 
ſervation; for our Health, Strength, Peace 
and Safety z for the Comforts and Conve- 
niencies. of this Life, and the Hopes and 


Expectations of a far better, through * 


tender Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus. 


O Lord, imprint on our Hearts duch 2 


de cep Senſe of thy Mercies, that we may 
ſhew forth thy Praiſes not only with our 
Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up our- 


ſelves to thy Service, and by walking be- 
fore thee in Holineſs ind-Righteouſneſs all 


the Days of our Lives. 
We confeſs, O Lord, that we are un- 


worthy of the leaſt of all. thy Favours; 


but in Confidence of thy infinite Mercy 
and Goodneſs, we do in great Humility re- 


> commend ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies, 
and 
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An Event ng-Prayer for u Famtly. 


and all chat belong to us, to thy fatherly 


Care and good Providence; humbly be- 
ſeeching Thee, who art our only Safety and 
Defence, to take us this Night undet thy 
Almighty Protection, and to give thy ho- 


ly Angels Charge over us, that no Evil 


comes near to hurt us. 
Refreſh our Bodies with quiet Reſt and 


Sleep, and our Souls with the Comforts 
of thy holy Spititz and hen thou ſhalt 
think fit to rake us bur of this World, 
give us everlaſting Reſt and Peace in thy 
eternal Kingdom, through the Merits; and 
for the Sake of our bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chrift; who hath taught us 
whett we! 2205 to ſay, Our Faber, Tec.” 
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e MOST. greats: meta Aishey 
* . and moſt glorious Lord God! 
ol look down. from the Habita- 
tion of, thy: Holineſs upon me 
3 Fs — Creature, who am come in- | | 
and | to-thy-Freſence to ves: the agar pre- AF 
us | thee the —— of my unſeign- 
cd Praiſes, forsthy many and undeſerved 
Pavours beſtowed upon me. 
O Lord, I acknowledge, How to thee 
of Right belongs eternal Honour, Glory, 
Praiſe and Adoration : for thou art the 
ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, by 
3112 whom all Things were made, and by 
whoſe infinite Power ea Goodneſs they 
are preſerved and kept in Being. 

Bleſſed be thy unſpeakable Goodneſs, 
that has advanced me to ſuch a Degree 
4 of Being, that I am in ſome Meaſure ca- 
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A Morning-Prayer 

pable to | key: wa love ew, ſerve thee 
and obey; the. 0 

_ Bleſſed be thy RN 0 Ton, ot 1 
was born of Chriſtian: Parents, and early! 


4 


ty, to praiſe thy GOodneſs. 


Pardon, O moſt gracious. Ged. all the z 
unworthy Returns I have made for thy 
- exceeding Kindneſs and Mercy, and vouch- 
ſafe me:ſuch-a Senſe of thy infinite Love, 
as may inſpire me with more vigorous 1 


and heatty Endeavours to ſerve. thee for 
the Time to come. 


O Lord, I . that 1 * af 


weak and frail Creature, and that without 


thy Help Jam not able to bear up againſt 

the Trials and Temptations of this World. iz 

Bur ſince, thou haſt . to give thy 
Holy 


| Hob 
| emb 


N ance 


dedicated to thee by Baptiſm; and that | | Min 
by thy Grace and Goodneſs I have been E ; what 
preſerved to this Moment, and have in i from 
ary, Meaſure eſcaped the Pollutions of this | Intic 
wicked World. | the! 

I bleſs thee likewiſe, O 10 5 al R 
oy: temporal Mercies, and in particular  prid 
For the Refreſhments of the Night paſt; Z > Unc 
for protecting me from all evil Accidents, | Mal 
and for raiſing me up in Health and Safe. 4 by a 


LT 
hic 

L 
4 Dif 


! ſhalt 
ling 


Pr a Perſon in private. 
thee, | Holy Spirit to them that aſk it, I am 
I emboldened to implore his divine Aſſiſt- 
at IJ ance to ſtrengthen my Weaknels, to help 
early] my Infirmities, and ſo to fortify my 
that Mind, that I may not be tempted above 
been] what I am able to bear, nor ſeduced 


e in] from my Duty to Thee, by the deceitful 
this 
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. the Devil. 
; * Root out of my Hertz 2 God, all 
ular 


2 
SEN 


ents, > Malice; and ſuffer me not to be led away 
_ by any of the fooliſh Cuſtoms and falſe 

Maxims of this World. And, O merci- 
1 the ful Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy great 
"thy } Goodneſs, to endue me with that Wiſ- 
uch- dom which is from above, which is firſt 
Ove, pure, and then peaceable; with that 
rous % Meekneſs and Humility, which is in thy 
e for Sight of ſo great Price; and with that 


truly Chriſtian Temper and Diſpoſition, 


ma which thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 

hout Lord, ſanctify unto me all thy fatherly 
ainſt | Diſpenſations, and let every Thing Thou 
orld. 2 ſhalt think fit to ſend me, prove a Bleſ- 


e thy ing and Advantage to my Soul. Give 


Holy G 2 me 


Inticements of the World, the F leſh, or 


Pride and Vain- Glory; all Bitterneſs and 
aſt'; | Uncharitableneſs ; all Envy, Hatred, and 
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A Morning-Prayer 


me Grace to be entirely ſubmiſſive and 


contented under all the Afflictions, Trials os 
and Diſappointments, which thy Wiſdom Þ P lace 
ſhall judge proper in order to bring me to | and 
Thy-ſelf; and grant that by every Adver- r 
ſity that ſhall befall me, I may be weaned| org | 
from this World, and more cloſely united j ang 
unto thee. N and 
Make me always mindful of my own. unde 
Frailty, of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty [ able 

of this Life, and of the Eternity of the 1 and 
next. Give me Grace ſo to live, as I ſhall| | ny 
wiſh I had done when I come to die: let ling: 
not Sickneſs or Death ever ſurprize me ? = 

unawares, or find me in a State unpro-. 2 

vided; but grant that I may finiſh the J be | 
great Work, which thou haſt given me 12 

to do, before the Night cometh, when thro 

no Man can work. O let me live in ſuch P 

a conſtant Preparation for my latter End, 1 

that how ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be 2 tor 

Pleaſed to take me out of this World, L 

may be found ready and-prepared for my y 

m_ Reggae through the Merits of * = 

my bleſſed Saviour and : 
Che Redeemer, Jeſu f whi 

; thy 
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Places, and upon all Occaſions. 
and guide me, ſanctify and preſerve me. , 


* 


for a Perſon in private. 127 
Be with me, O Lord, this Day in all 7; 75 75 
Direct be omitted 
n a Fun- 
y Morn- 
Keep me both outwardly in my Body, ing, ad 

and inwardly in my Soul. Let thy Bleſ- „e. 


* loavs ma 


| fing accompany all my honeſt Deſigns 57 »/:d in. 
and Undertakings, and grant that I may /*44 

undertake nothing, but what is agree- 
able to thy bleſſed Will. 
and all that belong to me, ſuch a Mea- 
> fure of Health, and other temporal Bleſ- 
” ſings, as thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting 
for us: but above all things, give us thy 


Give unto me, 


Grace and Favour; that our Lives may 
be holy, our Deaths comfortable, and our 
eternal State happy and glorious with thee, 
through the Merits of thy Son and our 
alone Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum up my 
own and the Wants of all Mankind, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. © .. 


Accept, I beſeech thee, O moſt graci- Upon Sur- 


ous God, my hearty Deſires, in an eſpe- aay _ 
cial Manner, to glorify thee on this Day, Read of 
which thou haſt peculiarly ſanctified for e pre. 
thy Worſhip and Service. . 


6 3 I bleſs 4% 


ceding Pa- 
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I bleſs thy holy 
by thy Almighty Power madeſt the Hea- 


A Merning-Prayer 
Name, O Lord, who 


vens and the Earth, and all that therein 
is, and preſerveſt and governeſt all that 


thou haſt made. 


I bleſs thee, O Lord, who madeſt Man 
after thine own Image, enduing him with 
Underſtanding, and Reaſon, and Liberty; 


in making him capable of knowing, and 


loving, and enjoying Thee his Creator. 
Above all, I bleſs and magnify thy 
holy Name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 


that thou haſt given thine only: Son, Je- 


fus Chriſt, for the Redemption of Man- 
kind; that he took our Nature upon him, 


that he died for our Sakes, that he is riſen 1 
again from the Dead, that he aſcended 


into Heaven, and that he there ſitteth at 
thy right Hand, to make Interceſſion for 


us; that he hath made known to us the | 
Way to eternal Life, giving us his Word | 
for our Direction, and his holy Spirit for | 


our Guide and Aſſiſtance. 


Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that thou 


haſt appointed this Day, not only for a 2 


Reſt from our ordinary Labours and Em- 


peoyments, | "on * for a perpetual 


Comme- 


4 


for a Perſon in private. 
Commemoration of theſe thy Favours, and 
for giving us ſpecial Opportunities for thy 


Worſhip and e and the Cate of our 


Souls. 
My Soul aeſires to bleſs thies, that thou 


haſt made me a Partaker of all theſe ineſti- 


mable Favours. 


O Lord, prepare my Heart for attend- 


ing upon thee in thy Houſe, and afford 


me thy gracious Aſſiſtance, in all che Parts 


of thy Service. 


Let thy Word make deep and laſting 


Impreſſions upon me. Help me diligent- 
ly to improve all Opportunities that ſhall 


| be afforded me this Day, whether public 


or private, to the Glory of thy great Name, 
and the Benefit and Comfort of my Soul, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 
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An Evening-Projer | 


1 e cr * . 
An Evening-Prayer for a Per- 


fort in Private. 


* © Thou art the Sovereign Lord 


SCI "ator, the Preſerver, and Go- 
vernor of all Things : thou dwelleſt in that 
Light, which no mortal Eye can ap- 
proach ; and yet diſdaineſt not to behold 
the Children of Men, Look down, I be- 


ſeech thee, upon me thy unworthy Crea- 


ture, who am come into thy Preſence, 
adoring thy Majeſty, and acknowledging 
that my Dependence is wholly upon thee, 
who art the Author of my Being, and 
the Foundation of all my Hopes, both 
here and hereafter. 

O Lord, I confeſs that I am a weak and 
frail Creature my Nature is corrupt, and 
miſerably prone to offend thee. I find a 
Law in my Members warring againſt the 
Law in my Mind; which, I confeſs with 


Sorrow, has too often prevailed againſt 


* | - me, 


9 Wo OST great and mighty God | 


S of Heaven and Earth, the Cre- 
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for a Perſon in private. 
me. The Pleaſures and Profits of the 
World are too apt to engage my Affecti- 
ons, and to make me cold and remiſs in 
the great and important Work of my Sal- 


vation. I have been guilty of manifold 


Neglects, and Omiſſions of my Duty to- 
wards thee, and have not ſerved thee with 
that Purity of Intention, with that Since- 
rity of Heart, with that Fervency of Spi- 


rit, with that Zeal for thy Glory, with: 


that Care, and Diligence, and Conflancy, 
that I ought to have done. 


O Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt be extreme 
to mark what is done amiſs; if thou 
ſhouldeſt call me to a ſtrict Account for 
my. Life paſt, what could I ſay unto thee! 
Or how ſhould J be able to ſtand in thy 
Sight! If thou ſhouldeſt deal with me as 
I have deſerved, I could expect nothing. 
from thee. but the Severities of thy Wrath 


and Diſpleafure : But, O gracious Fa- 
ther, thou haſt revealed thyſelf to the 
Sons of Men, as a God merciful and 
gracious, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſ- 
fion and Sin: remember then, I be- 
ſeech thee, thy tender Mercies, which have 
been ever of old, and for the Sake and 
G 5. Merics 
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tured againſt Sinners, that whatever 


An Evening-Prayer 
| Merits of my bleſſed Saviour, forgive, 1 


humbly pray thee, all the Sins and Va- 


nities, the Follies and Indiſcretions of my 
Life paſt. O reſerve not my Sins to be 


puniſhed in the Day of thy Wrath and 


Diſpleaſure, but blot them out of thy 
Remembrance, that they may never riſe 
up to my Confuſion here, nor to my Con- 
demnation hereafter, 

Reform whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs in 
the Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
or in any of the Actions of my Life ; and 
enable me, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace 
and Holy: Spirit, to love thee more, and 
ſerve thee: better, and to do thy Will with 
greater Care and W than I have 
ever yet done. 


O-Lord ! keep up in my Mind a lively 


Senſe of my Duty towards thee, and of 
that great Account, which I muſt one Day 
give. Suffer me not, I beſeech thee, to 
fall into a careleſs and unthinking State, 


nor- to be unmindful of that one thing 


needful, the Salvation of my immortal 
Soul, Make me fo ſenſible of - thoſe 
dreadful Threatnings, which thou haſt 


elſe 


„ 


for a Perſon in private. 
elſe | leave undone, -I. may make it my 
chief Care and Concern, to ſecure an In- 
tereſt in thy Favour: And, O merciful 
Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy great 


Goodnels, ſo to aſſiſt my weak and fee- 
ble Endeavours, that I may not be un- 
ſucceſsful in a Matter of ſuch vaſt Con- 


Cern. 


Root out of my Heart, 0 God, by 
the powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all 
ſinful and corrupt Affections. Wean me 
from the Vanities and Pleaſures of this 
World, and give me a full Conviction 
of the Uncertainty and Inſufficiency of 
O! let me ne- 


all Things here below. 
ver ſeck for Reſt and Happineſs in the 
Enjoy ments: of. this Life; but grant that 


I may. daily: aſpire. after, chat eternal and 


unchangeable State: of Happineſs, which 
thou haſt reſerved for us hereafter; and 
to which, I beſeech thee,. of thy infinite 
Love and Mercy, to bring me, and all 


thy faithful Servants, through the Merits, 


and for the Sake of thy dear Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord. 4 
Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all 


Mankind: In a more particular Manner, 


G 6 I pray 
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An Evening-Prayer 


I pray thee to be gracious to theſe ſinful 
Nations to which I belong; to pardon 
our great and crying Sins; to avert the 
Judgments which we have moft juſtly de- 
ſerved, and to put away from us the Spi- 
rit of Profaneneſs and Infidelity, of Ma- 
lice and Uncharitableneſs; that thou 
mayeſt delight to dwell amongſt us, 
and mayeſt be our God, and we * 
People. iy 

Bleſs and preſerve our Sean Lord 
King GEORGE, and grant that all, 


who are in Authority under him, may 


faithfully endeavour to promote thy Glo- 


ry, and the Good and Welfare of this 


Church and Nation. 


Look with Pity and Compaſſion upon all 
thy afflicted Servants : be a Father to the 
Fatherlefs; heal the Sick; ſupply the Wants 


of the Poor and Needy ; and grant that 


whatſoever is wanting of outward Com- 


forts to any one, may be abundantly made 


up, by the inward Conſolations of my | 


Holy Spirit. 


Bleſs all my Friends and Relations, ef 


pecially—— ; reward all who have done 


me Good, und forgive all who have done 
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for a Peron in private. 
or wiſh'd me Evil; and vouchſafe to 
every one of us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, whatever in thy great Wiſdom 
thou knoweſt to be needful both for our 
Souls and Bodies. 
1 And now, O moſt hereiful F ther 
\ | out of an humble Senſe of thy great 
„ I Goodneſs, J adore and praiſe thy great 
and glorious Name, for all the Mani- 
I feſtations of thy Love and Kindneſs 
i | vouchſafed unto'me. I blefs thee for my 
„ | Being, for my Reaſon, and all the En- 
y. | dowments . Faculties of my Soul and 
- {| Body; for my Health, Friends, Food: 
s | and Rayment, and all the other Com- 
I forts and Conveniencies I enjoy; for: 
Il | thy continual Care and watchful Provi- 
e dence over me, through the whole Courſe 
ts 3 of my Life; and particularly, for the 
it | Preſervation and nn of me the 
1-. Day. paſt. 
| Give' me Grace, 4 beſeech Haw: , to 
make a right Improvement of all thy 
> Bleflings; and be thou graciouſly pleaſed 
Eco take me, and all that belong to me, 
ne this Night under the Care and Protection 
ne of thy Fatherly Providence. Give ers 
3 F 3 . X. | : 2 * 
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An Evening-Prayer &C. 
ly Angels Charge over us, and grant us 


ſuch Refreſhments of Soul and Body as 


may enable us chearfully to go through the 
Duties of that Station wherein thou haſt 
placed us. And when thou ſhalt be pleaſed 
to call us out of this World, O let us be 
found in the Number of thy faithful Ser- 
vants, through the Merits of our Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt; for 
whom my Soul doth bleſs and praiſe thee, 
and in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum P 
= our Wants, ſaying, 
Our e, Ke. 
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A Prayer, which may be added 
3 | 50 the daily Evening-Prayer, 
0 on ; the Lord's Day. 


babe EDEN Again return my moſt humble | 
and hearty Thanks to thee, -- 
O Lord my God, for the ſpe- | 
WH cial Bleſſings of this thy ſacred L” 
Day; That I have been admitted to the 

great Privilege of joining with thy faith= 

ful People, in their Aſſemblies for pub- | | 
lic Worſhip; to offer up my Praiſes and = 
Prayers to thy divine Majeſty, in the 
Name of our bleſſed Redeemer ; to hear 
: | thy holy Word read and preached by the 
I Miniſters of thy Goſpel; and that I have 
had farther Opportunities for employing 
|| myſelf more privately in thy Worſhip and 
the Care of my immortal Soul. 


* I earneſtly beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
pardon all the Wanderings and Diſorders 
of my Mind, and whatſoever elſe thou 


* F haſt ſeen amiſs in my Attendance up- 
4% on thee : and graciouſly to accept my 
OS ſincere, 


An Evening-Prayer, &e. 


ſincere, though weak, Endeavours to rye 


_ thee, 


Cauſe thy Word, which [ have wed 
or read, to abide in my Heart, and to 
bring forth the Fruits of a holy and re- 
ligious Life. 

Help me, by the uſe of all. the Means 
of Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace, 


and in the Knowledge of my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, fitting me more and 


more for ſeeing and enjoying thee my 
God, and my bleſſed Redeemer, in the 


Life to come: and grant that, when I 
ſhall ceaſe to praiſe and ferve thee with. 
thy Saints on Earth, I may continue to be 
ſo employed. wth the bleſſed Spirits in 


Heaven. 


I heartily beg the ſame Bleſſings far 


all my Fellow- Chriſtians, recommending 
them and myſelf to thee, my heavenly Fa- 
ther, in the Words, and through the In- 


terceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, our only 


Mediator and Advocate. 
Our Father, &c. 


A Mornings 


T E SR 


A Morning-Prayer for a young 


Perſon. 


@ 9g) Lord, my heavenly Father, 
25 Er I lubly. adore thee, as the 
Ml Q 8 90 Maker and Governor of the 
ns World, the Author of my Be- 
ing, the preſerver of my Life, and the 


Giver of every good Thing. 


I heartily thank thee for the comfort- 
able Reſt which I have enjoyed the Night 
paſt; that thou haſt preſerved me in n 


and raiſed me up in Health. 


I bleſs thee for all thy Goodneſs to me, 
ever ſince I came into the World, and 
eſpecially for the Advantages thou haſt 
given me, by the Inſtruction and Improves 
ment of my Mind in the Knowledge of 
thee, the only true 8 and Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. | 

Grant, O Good God! whis the Senſe of 
thy Favours may ſo deeply affect my 


| Heart, that I may ſhew forth my Thank 


fulneſs, | in the whole Courſe of my Life. 
1 am 


A Morning-Prayer 

Jam thine, O Lord, by. Creation, by 
Redemption, by my Baptiſm and Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion, by all the Obligations 
which thou haſt laid upon me. I deſire 
to be thine alſo, by a willing Dedication 
of myſelt to thee every Day of my Life, 
and by a conſtant and faithful Endeavour 
to approve myſelf to thee. 


I beſeech thee, in thy great Mercy, 


through the Mediation of my bleſſed Re- 
deemer, to pardon all my paſt Offences, 
and to enable me, by thy Grace, to diſcern 
and to amend whatſoever is amiſs in me. 
Help me ever to remember the Chriſtian 
Principles which I have learned, and the 


pious Inſtructions which have been given 


me, and never to depart from the good 
og fu which I have been taught. to walk. 
Incline my Heart to all that is good; 
grant that I may be modeſt and humble 
in my Carriage and Behaviour; chaſte and 
pure in all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions; true and juſt in all my Dealings; 
reſpe&ul and obedient to my Superiors; 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole 


Converſation; faithful and diligent. in the 
3 of all the Duties of that State . 


bel 


I. Ss 


fer a young Perſon. 
and Condition of Life wherein thou haft 
placed me; and teach me to fear and 
love thee, my God, above all Things; 
and to do to all others, as I would they 
ſhould do unto me. 
Make me perfectly contented with my 


Condition, and thankful to thee, who 


haſt given me all things neceſſary for 
Life and Godlineſs. Let thy good Pro- 
vidence always take care of me, and let 
me never place my Truſt and Confidence 


in any thing but in thee, 


Take me, I beleech thee, into thy 


Protection this Day; keep me, if it be 


thy good Will, in Health and Safety, 
Preſerve me from the Vanity of my own 
Heart, and from the Temptations of the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. Help 
me (through a Senſe of thy conſtant Pre- 
ſence with me, and of the Account I am 


to give unto thee) ſo to govern all my 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, that I 


may reflect upon them with Satisfaction, 


at the Cloſe of this Day. 
Let thy Bleſſing be upon every Mem- 


1 0 all my Rela- 


ber of this Family: 
5 ene, tions 


— W — —— ——— — — — 
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A Morning-Prayer &c. 

tions and Friends; upon all, whom 1 

ought and whom I deſire to pray for. 8 
I humbly commit both myſelf, and 

them to thee, O my God, in the Name —_ 

of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, and in the 

Words which he himſelf has taught me. 


Our Father, &c. 
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An Evening-Prayer for a  Joung 


Perſon. 


008 gracious God, my hea- 
Sr 192 venly Father, as I began, fo 
I deſire always to end the Day, 
BS with bleſſing thy Holy Name, 


and impleriag thy Favour. 


Honour and Worſhip, Praiſe and 


Thankſgiving, are due to thee, from eve- 


ry underſtanding and reaſonable Creature. 
J heartily bleſs thee, that I 'am of that 


Number whom thou haſt made to ſerve and 


love thee, and that thou haſt "moreover 
revealed thyſelf to me, by thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt my Redeemer, and encouraged me 


.to call upon thee in his Name. 


I humbly thank thee for thy daily Cate 
of me, and particularly for that good Pro- 


vidence which hath been over me the 
Day paſt; that thou haſt preſerved me 


from the many Evils to which I am juſtly 
liable and haſt beſtowed upon me ſo 


many 


An Evening-Prayer 
many good Things which I have not de- 
ſerved ; 
' haſt enabled me to do, which is accepta- 
ble in thy Sight, and which I can reflect 
upon with Satisfaction. 
I humbly bewail, O Lord, the great 
Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, 
and the many Errors and Tranſgreſſions 
of my Life. I humbly beg thy Mercy in 
the Pardon of all my Sins, through the 
Mediation of my bleſſed Redeemer ; par- 
ticularly of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs 
in me this Day, either in my Thoughts, 
Words, or Actions. 
Grant, O Lord, that the Senſe of my 


Unworthineſs may always keep me hum- : 


ble, and work in me an unfeigned Repen- 
tance for all my Sins; and let the Re- 
membrance of them ever excite. me to 
oreater Care and Watchfulneſs for the 
Time to come. Strengthen in me every 
good Purpoſe and Reſolution. What I 
know not, do thou teach me; and where- 
in I have done amiſs, pe me to do ſo no 
more. | 

Leave me not, 0 Lond, at any Time 


to e nor in the Hands of my ſpi- 
944 ritual 


eſpecially, for whatſoever thou 


B UPI Fre oe mae aj _ 11 — 
n d r ITE. P e ig * "5 


CCC 
1 W * 


FFP aro ee es a * 
Boe eee * 
PCT hy K 7 * . 


ne 


e eee ene 


! ⁵² PARRY Ort" 


for a young. Perſon. 

ritual Enemies. Preſerve me from thoſe 
Circumſtances, that would prove. a Snare 
or Temptation to me. Let thy good Spi- 
rit "continually enlighten and ſanctify my 
Mind, directing and aſſiſting me nne 
the whole Courſe of my Life. 

Fill me with a Senſe of my contact 


and entire Dependence upon thee, that I 


may always commit myſelf to thy Care, 


and be ever ſatisfied with thy Diſpoſal of 


me. 55 ; 4 


Th 


Teach me ſo to numbes my Hem. that 


1 may apply my Heart to, true .and hea- 


venly Wiſdom. Help me to live in a 


daily Preparation for my great Change, 
keeping my Conſcience ; void of Offence, 
both towards Thee, and towards. Men: 
and grant that I may be always ſo em- 
ployed, as I ſhall wiſh I had been, when 


I come to die; that, whenſoever thou 
ſhalt think fit to call me out of this World, 


I may readily and thankfully exchange it 
for a better. 


Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy gra- 


cious Protection this Night. Preſerve me, 


if it be thy good Will, in Health and 


may 


ferve thee chearfully, both in n and 


Mind, the enſuing Day. 


I heartily deſire the Good of all Mair. 
kind, and pray unto thee for the Purity, 
the Peace, and the Enlargement of thy 
holy Church ; for the Direction and Aſ- 


ſiſtance of all its Governors and Paſtors, 
particularly thoſe under whoſe Guidance 


J am placed; for the Welfare of my 


Country; for a Bleſſing upon the King, 


and all in Authority under him; for the 
Relief and Comfort of all that are in Af- 


re for all my Friends and Rela- 


; beſeeching thee to hear and to ac- 
oagh mes) and all that call upon thee, in 


the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Lord 


and Saviour, who haſt taught me chus to 
yore 2 n Fabi er Ee 


An 1 for a young Perſon. 
may refreſh my Body, and diſpoſe me to 


